Abstract

This study concerns how communicative writing and the use of computers in
writing may affect EFL college students’ perception of writing in English and may
provide students with opportunities to express themselves and to have their voice
heard. The researcher proposed an online dialogue journal writing activity in a
college junior composition class. Twenty-seven college English majors at Tamkang
University \participated in this study. They enrolled in the required course “English
Composition III” and were assigned to write dialogue journals and send them to the
researcher via e-mail each week. The researcher then responded to these students’
journals.

Findings of this study showed that some characteristics were particularly
apparent in dialogue journals and were not commonly detected in academic
compositions. For example, in an online dialogue journal writing ehvironment, the
power relation between teacher and student has changed. Students regarded the
teacher as a friend or a pen pal. Students were found to write dialogue journals for
more genuine purposes and with heightened audience awareness. Dialogue journal
writing was also found to be an activity involving more problem-solving than
skill-building.  Findings of this study also showed that computers played the roles of
mediators between teacher and student and of learning tools. Finally, the researcher
pointed out that dialogue journal writing does not intend to replace traditional
academic writing. However, it may be supplements to traditional writing instruction

and may complement what lacks in traditional writing instruction.
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