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A Preliminary Study of the Influence of
the National Institute of Technology of
Tokyo College on Liu Dunzhen’s Research
on Chinese Architectural History

Huang, Yi-Chih

Abstract

This research is mainly placed in the framework of the study of the early construction of Chinese
architectural history. The goal is to explore the role and contribution of Liu Dunzhen ( %8 ),
director of the literature department of the Society for the Study of Chinese Architecture ( H[E]
B3EELR] ), in the initial construction of Chinese architectural history. For this reason, this essay
mainly discusses the historical training and education that Liu Dunzhen may have obtained during
his early studies at the National Institute of Technology of Tokyo College ( W EETHE
%) in Japan, in order to find out how this period of study experience may affect Liu Dunzhen to
form his later historical view, method and approach on the study of Chinese architectural history.
From the qualifications of Shigetsura Shiga ( % #%| ), the founding director of the Department
of Architecture of the National Institute of Technology of Tokyo College, a considerable part of
the early curriculum of the school should be based on the engineering system of the Department
of Architecture of the University of Illinois in the United States, where Shigetsura Shiga got his
architectural degree. In the architectural history course that Professor Matsue Maeda ( ATFHAAER)
is responsible for, his historical view of architecture may refer to the Toyo Architectural System ( 3
VEEESR 2341 ) that Chuta Iro (FHELR) proposed, and the Japanese traditional construction
system of Saito Torujiro ( EREFCER ), who was born in traditional carpenter craftsmanship.
Since the main goal of the National Institute of Technology of Tokyo College in the initial stage
of establishment was to cultivate talents in engineering industry, the curriculum arrangement of
the architecture department still emphasizes the courses of architectural drawing, engineering

technology, structure and materials. The emphasis and training on the above, coupled with the
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historical research approach emphasized on literature review and field studies proposed by Chuta
Ito, and focusing on a modern translation of traditional building craftsmanship, may also influence

Liu Dunzhen to develop his unique research methods in constructing Chinese architectural history.

KeYWOI'dS : Liu Dunzhen, the National Institute of Technology of Tokyo College, Shigetsura
Shiga, Matsue Maeda, Chuta Ito, Saito Torujiro
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