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Eaten by the Other

Killing to Call for Resurrection in Marsha Norman’s
'night, Mother

Shih-Yi Huang
Feng Chia University

ABSTRACT

This paper argues that Jessie in Marsha Norman’s ’night,
Mother re-inscribes her existence under oppressive social relations
by submitting to the Other, by which I mean death. By putting
death on the highest rung of the ladder of exchange value, Jessie
finds it the only place where dignity can be obtained. The paper,
illustrating the internal and external agencies of the Other that
consumes Jessie, argues that, in embracing the Other (the death), she
puts herself at the summit of the great chain of being, where the
unexchangeable value of dignity restores her dilapidated subjectivity.
The internal agency of the Other that eats Jessie from within comes
from Jessie’s epilepsy, which stands in her way to construct
subjectivity. The external agencies of the Other have something to
do with Jessie’s status as a consumer, if not as an all-time prey. To
survive, Jessie puts herself on the summit of the chain to regain her
subjectivity and dignity.

Keywords: 'night, Mother, Marsha Norman, suicide, resurrection,

consume, the Other
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BRAE rARIE D > FEEEREIA ? BIFRIELE, RIS
BRAERERSHIRE - FTUERRCEZR - HUSEREIMRR
B THERNEE - HiRBELE - AR et BRI AR KA
7 KETH(RIh R REAR) MR RGER(L =F R AR
FERIARERR) - (HHN R BRI EERS) - AL
AN R iR L iR - RESKSEE - FETHET#ERY
SEPLBLAT M58 (B ES - AN HEI AR EREE - REHAIRER
ZEE I RAK » A HEF - B ESERDRERTR - o] Rl
FEEHBIRIR A R - IIFEE/INEE - HAEREEE D - MY
B R TFAIRE S BAIEAY - i RIBRIE CH
FHiETRIZR - " Bl EERE - WhaRaEPISEE] - B
FaARRER —HRREE - ~OF - BFIZHEME—R AR
& WA A EERHEAE -, (Norman 20) - TIHEA » {8
EHIEHERRHESEBN T B - BHHER " &
BERGE | ERERANEHNE - BHEE —EH EthEErHe
FEY - BIRERRENAHT - RFE—EGEZRE - EfF
BGEMY - BRI T HAYEE , (Norman 26) -

£ (BO) —H - REREVE A T 3RS (the chain
of exchange)  EMESRIEFTAN "EE - EEVEREWA)
B2 i (B E AN T R SRR - (WY E=E ey
P E(Lingis 127) - ¥ AHEM S » SECEALEILEEME - #A
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ML A R E2 324 » B0 FE R HIRRRY - ATRPE— H RBkiR
SR E—HIE AT ARNERE - BT EaitnERE
e —ERNEFHEAA T 0E R MR B B E A ERE) -
T - —EEI AT S AR - thEmm S Al 4
FHEEEE  Fi Y E EEE TR RAEMIES) - EIERRE
RHEE -

A SRS BRI TS AR BITEC M R R R
B - (BAAER BT A TERva A ay PRI SR MR /K - HE LS
R FEC R B B Eti(HFE)RIME— BB, - A5 EEURIE
HIBIEE - a0 LA - KRR T L FIBIFIRE =TS ERIRE
fEam B CEEINS S MR ERRERN - BEBE X
K st P A SE - MoERBRITEEE  §iReE+ET
(Norman 22) - BIFRIEZ AT  BAAMATE A KER » FER
ERINEERYANLE - EFH TERRAT S - SELAERIGIE—
5 -

FhaREIER » —HE B Sl ME BRI —ERS A E R
EEIFECRENCER - L - FREED - REEMEER -
A B BIRLIETEL) B AR S i E (RS B S BRI
(BNERS « Z8%) - ErA S REEUHAMB G T T GED)
EANEREERY » BN E ) (Norman 16) - FURFZRBEHIS
HEaRZEPMERE THRE AR - WAEER - IF
FEEATIRFIRERRER » A AT ReE B R (R SLC Bk
ERARAWEMERHEERE - HBRMTRETER - RRE
BIA » ¥R S S AT EETE » FTLATEC Bt g
BRI - LR AT R BORPARISSE - T R AESEC KRR -
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AT —BHAEF - BERGEL) 2 EME & - MRS REREEE
BR#sEWE , (Norman 16) -

RS RIEEIEL—E - WE—BkE - B ST &S
BREVINRA B TFEEHBRT AR FER - | IFIEmRE
W& - AN TRRAIFIBIZEL DRIEFE] - RREHAIER » —R(—
FMEEEARE - [UHOA%R - SEMENIRZ] - (ERRFEm
5 AR GEM A RSZ - FIGERAG MY - (GBI R (8 4 iy Y
fE > PRAMIEL - © RPNBEEE AT AN AN A R Em
B - BHBSEEREIR T MARIRE - KFEs MARRNEHEa R
EERIREE - SUBZE] T HE | K& - BARMK "TER
HREIHAT AR BR - SERENRYMEHERE  HER
BRERHT > REHSER RIS < RENEE T RREE - F15
it ERMRIGE R MARER A EIER T - MBI T " - AK
ZUE CHEERRIFEE 2 Eay TEMSERRIAE - DA
N 7 B S i - SRS IR F 2 BRE S - AR
— B IRVER R REIR . S B B8 BPS B (transcendent state) » 4t
ATEFERE—PHTIT GthE " AL | SRR
% Wit MER T HR A KIERBREEBITFE "~ 15!
BIEt A G6Sta ke 7 HERBE — TERARN
EEFERGVBERT > 15 - 1 15 - ERERERN - 38
SR H IR M ERRAUGE - MR - BhEk - EEE - AA
cREY - B - NRET - AEAE - BER - BEAYE - HHRA!
(Norman 26) - 57} » S s kB AR rE B R —ZI/Y -

° 7T BRI B - (BB RRIAE]E) -+ - -(Norman 50) -
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TEENARRMIEEEE - EHRGREEER  BER "Fu
(Norman 58) -

HIFA BRI REARR AL apiRRE R P B B Ay
FE - ESRSRRESHRAGIRN | T EREF RS %%‘T%E‘Eit@
AR RS » TSR - MR e B2 R R 1204 - - 5 (bt
EREFCET U PHEEEEN. . B2 R RBSTE
ERESRERG - HBMLAMEE I MEE &, (Norman
4) - ERTRAIEE BN T E ) BERCE R

TRV MEESRLRT -

S EERIGZE AR T | fIRRGE - RER
ERFECKIBEAL - KPR MABRIRSE - FH LHES
ZORECFIRE SRR, - MR T 2R - B2
$5:+--++ 1 (Norman 6) - HEFLCBIRRIAL - EfEHES ERIZRR
R, AR PR REES (FRORERS - thannt SRRGR T RERREREI S
EhE - -BTRECKBATRSE  REEMRAR THC -
WHENLEE CHER T RYSEREERN MEEN B R EaiE
8
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