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Home on the Road:
Home, Travel and (Im)mobility in Cynthia

Kadohata's The Floating World

Chiou-Rung DENG?*

ABSTRACT

This paper seeks to focus on the issues of home, travel, and travail, all of which involve
the idea of (im)mobility in the Japanese American novel, Cynthia Kadohata's The Floating
World, published in 1989. Depicting the dilemma faced by the second and third generations of
Japanese Americans in the wake of World War II, The Floating World represents a Japanese
American family, traveling along the west coast of the U.S. and moving their home to
Arkansas, as the father changes or searches for jobs in the 1950s and 1960s. The paper is
divided into two parts; in the first part, “homes” are imagined in a different way than the
traditional conception of home as a stable, rooted site of dwelling where identity is formed and
the sense of belonging is nurtured. Indeed, in The Floating World, homes are mobile. In the
second part, the ideas of travel and travail are intertwined with each other. The former involves
geographical, territorial mobility while the latter leads to social mobility. Nevertheless, both
are implicated in the economy of immobility and related to the instability of home in the novel.
By analyzing the ideas and images of home, travel and travail, this paper intends to foreground
the underlying issue, the problem of (im)mobility, confronted by Japanese Americans in
postwar America in the mid-twentieth century.

Keywords: The Floating World, home, travel, travail, mobility
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