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Administrative Accountability:
Strategies to Strengthen Local
Governance Capacity

Chih-Wei Chen”

[ Abstract)

In Taiwan, strengthening governance capacity is a common task for local
governments in response to the increased local autonomy and community
participation in public affairs as well as the reelection pressure facing local
politicians. Nevertheless, such an endeavor has been constrained by structural
problems, such as the small jurisdiction of some localities, scarce financial
resources at the local level, and the serious pitfalls in local politics. To develop
strategies to help local governments to get around these constraints, this study
looks at the coordination and partnership dimensions of local governance

structure.

In essence, this study focuses on improving local governments’
accountability, which can prevent policy failure on the one hand, and hold
public officials accountable for the results of partnership on the other hand. As

a result, the overall governance capacity could be actually enhanced.

Key Words: administrative accountability, governance capacity,

democratic governance, partnership.
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