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A Study on Time Adjectives:

“Tsuini” and “Toutou”

CHIANG Wen-Shun
Associate Professor, Department of Japanese Tamkang University
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the meanings and usages of time adverbs
“Tsuini” and “Toutou”. Our findings are as follows: if we use these two adverbs to create a
“limited time” sentence, the predicate will need to include motion and telicity; from a limited
time perspective, these adverbs can be used to describe actual events that have happened;
from a reality perspective, they can be used to describe tangible incidents.

Looking at the characteristics of these two adjectives' meanings, we can see that they
both express the endpoint that the complementizer leads up to in context; however, the two
differ in that “Tsuini” stresses the endpoint itself, whereas “Toutou” puts emphasis on the
entire development toward the endpoint, and compared to “Tsuini,” “Toutou” has a stronger
connotation of “exhausting of one's time/labor.” This brings to the point that when “Toutou”

is used, hints toward the endpoint will be evident in the events leading up to the finish.

Key words: “Tsuini”, “Toutou”, time adjectives, a limited time, the endpoint
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