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Abstract

>

This study examines high-frequency adverbs “taezu,” “shijyuu,”

’

“syottyuu,” and “yoku” to better understand the sentence structure and
meaning of each adverb. Traits analyzed concerning sentence structure
include whether or not they are time limited, characteristics of the
predicate clause, if the sentence depicts an “already completed” action,
and the connotation of the speaker. We also analyzed whether or not
these adverbs were interchangeable in meaning.

Study results concerning sentence structure show that none of the
four adverbs are time limited. The motion and boundaries of their
predicate clauses are a shared, important characteristic that all four
adverbs share. Predicates that depict status can appear after “taezu” and
“shijyuu”; “taeczu” and “shijyuu” can draw parallels to negative sentences;
“syottyuu” and “yoku” may be used together with adverbs of degree; and
“shijyuu” and “syottyuu” are used mostly in a negative connotation.

As concerning meaning, high-frequency adverbs such as “taezu” and
“shijyuu” are used to depict actions continuing without interruption,
whereas “syottyuu” and “yoku” are used to express the same action
occurring repeatedly. “Syottyuu” is used more frequently in a negative

context.

Keywords: high-frequency adverbs, limited time, motion, boundaries,

status.
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