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A function of generation sign in Haruki Murakami '
Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage *
Ochiai Yuji
Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

Haruki Murakami is a writer who represents Japan that came into
existence in 1949. His writer career is reflected in his work very clearly.
Haruki Murakami's memory projects an original generation memory and
the sign of Japan after following World War I1.

(D1931-1945 years: War age of Japan empire, this is the memory of
Haruki Murakami's family.

(21945-1950's: Appearing of baby boom generation. Baby boom
generations are children who were born from the demobilized
serviceman is ruined after World War 1l1. Revival age from war
damage of Japan.

(31960's: Era of high-speed economic growth of Japan. Generation
when being fighting and age of U.S.-Japan Security Treaty opposite
student movement by baby boom generation.

@ 1970's: Generation where junior baby boomers were born.
Technical improvement and stable-growth period of Japan by oil
crisis and dollar shock.

(©1980's: Asset-inflated economy age. The baby boom generation
achieved an economical success with the generation while fighting.
Age when technology of made-in-Japan product of "Japan as NO.1"
dominated the world.

©1990-now: The collapse of the economic bubble age: Age of a
recession and an economic and social decline that continues for 20
years or more. Age of social polarization to which new class
discrimination by job scarcity and famous university faction’s
progress.

These are all the codes of the Haruki Murakami work as a social
cultural sign of Japan.

Keywords: Haruki Murakami, 1949, Japan, generation, sign
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