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Text analysis of a visual element in newspaper space:
From positioning of '"the communication mode' and a component of the
front page
Ochiai Yuji

Associate professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan
Abstract

Some comments about visual of the media are increasing at present in
media and critical studies. But there is a history beyond 100 years for use of
a visual element on a newspaper. Use of a visual element is the way with
which an extended period doesn't change. There is a relation with the space
composition for which need is indispensable for a newspaper for a visual
element.

So the front pages of "Yomiuri" "Asahi" "Mainichi" as the Japanese
three big national newspapers are made material by this paper. And it is
considered with the "communication mode" by the statement Halliday
(1991/1998) defines as a clue. As a result, the space construction of the
newspaper has a main part of three, 1st kinds "company business", second
kinds "body" and third kinds "advertisement". Those are supported by the
symbol-like feature of the left, right, up or down common to the world. Its
symbol-like feature has decided the value of the main factor of text "line,
lead, body" and the associate element. Such "communication mode" is
making the condition of the reliability of the newspaper. The length of the
history of newspaper space arrangement is supported by the strong various
symbol-like features with its meaning. Text on a newspaper is asking a

reader for a valued judgment of the reliability.

Key words: newspaper, the front page, visual element,

"the communication mode", symbol-like features
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