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The social cultural form of the Miyazaki Hayao animation 

film work; mainly with a power relationship of "old 

woman" and "girl" 

Tseng Chiu-Kuei 

Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan 

Abstract

Miyazaki Hayao has felt enter an old age of 67 years old by the 

latest work "PONYO on the cliff".The life of old women is a main theme 

of "PONYO on the cliff". This paper has elucidated the structure of the 

social cultural context from the social cultural climate of East Asia about 

"the aging" and "the youth" of "woman" on Miyazaki animation. A power 

relationship with an old woman and a girl has three types as "protection", 

"from opposition to reconciliation" and "to the symbiosis which passed 

through reconciliation from opposition" on 9 animations of a original 

work, scenario and director work by Miyazaki. There are a lot of 

relations of "protection" with an old woman and a girl. On the other hand, 

an old woman and a girl go to the reconciliation while opposing. After 

2004, the way of the symbiosis is born from reconciliation by Miyazaki 

animation. The way of symbiosis also exists in the latest work "PONYO 

on the cliff". "PONYO on the cliff" has asked about the social meanings 

of the old woman who declined. The response is a neighborhood of a 

home for the aged and a kindergarten. An old woman wraps young 

children in the depth of the wisdom and the heart and symbioses. 

"PONYO on the cliff" indicates a model of symbiosis. Miyazaki is 

requesting that young and old have to catch the aging actuality which 

can't move without others' help. That's the Miyazaki's message in an old 

age.

Keywords: Miyazaki animation, old woman, girl, symbiosis, "PONYO on 

the cliff" 
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