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NAOKO, or the structuralization of the lost:
A study on the early works of Haruki Murakami
Uchida Yasushi
Assistant Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

In “Pinball, 1973 and “Norwegian Wood”, which are the early works
of Haruki Murakami, we can see the girls named ‘NAOKO’ both of them
put in different situations. This paper tries to investigate the implication
of “NAOKO’s, and to make clear how did Murakami start his career as a
writer. The works written in his first decade might be grouped into three
classes, which are ‘the tetralogy’ series, ‘the Norwegian’ series and ‘the
End of the World’ series. From each of them, we could extract three types
of the women who are concerned with ‘me’, the protagonist of the novels:
‘the accompanist’, ‘the lost in the surface’ and ‘the lost in the depth’. It is
‘NAOKO’ that represents ‘the lost in the depth’, whose importance of the
role is emphasized by reticence as a strategy. Next, analyzing ‘The city,
and its elusive wall’, a novelette sealed by Murakami himself, we would
indicate that it was a failure the author directly tried to face to ‘“NAOKO’
as ‘the lost in the depth’ but in vain, and furthermore, about the elements
of this often overlooked work, that it was “Hard-Boiled Wonderland and
the End of the World” which inherited its original world, and on the other
hand, the successor of the theme of ‘the lost” was “Norwegian Wood”.

Key words: NAOKO, the accompanist, the lost in the surface, the lost in
the depth, ‘The city, and its elusive wall’
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