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Brides in the Meiji Period judged from ‘Nora’ of
Ibsen:From the motif of Ogai’s " Hanjitsu '
Tseng, Chiu-kuei
Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper has used blame to the bride in Ogai "Hanjitsu" (Meiji 42) as
the motif, and has decoded diachronically situations and shapes form on
which the brides of the Meiji last tern were put. This paper has taken up
the four works of Meiji term typical novel, Tokutomi Roka "Hototogisu"
(Meiji 31-32), Tayama Katai "Sei" (Meiji 41), Mori Ougai "Hanjitsu"
(Meiji 42) and Natsume Soseki "Koujin"(Taisho 1-2).

The fashion of Ibsen's works on the Japanese intellectuals was from
around 1903(Meiji 36). After that recognition to female independence
was going to be popular in Japan after 1906(Meiji 39). But wives of a
novel in the Meiji period "Hototogisu™, "Sei" and "Koujin" were made in
the weak position and the existence oppressed by a mother-in-law.
Japanese "new woman" was the reaction on which she appeared in the
oppression in the family in modern Japanese age, and her standpoint was
put the oppressed social standpoint.

Keyword: Ibsen, Meiji last tern, bride, mother-in-law, new woman
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