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Interpreters in Taiwan Government-General at the
Beginning of Japanese Period; The Establishment of the Post and
Their Career and Language Proficiency
Tomita Akira
Assistant Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper focuses on the careers of those who had been appointed as
Interpreters to Taiwan Government-General at the beginning of Japanese
Period. The post established in 1900 was the highest-level position
among interpreters and translators of the government. They were highly
good at not only Holo (Hokkien) but also Literary Chinese and Mandarin,
so even before the appointments, they had been given such tasks as
investigation of “old customs,” interpretation and translation of
documents. Literary Chinese and Mandarin played certain significant role
at the “contact zone” between the colonizer and the colonized in the early
period; Literary Chinese could be comprehended by the both with
different readings, and Mandarin was the language often used for
interpretation between them through two interpreters when an interpreter
for Holo and Japanese was not available. The Interpreters’ carrers were
tandem with expansion of Japanese influence in East Asia after the end of
19" century. They had experienced study in China or been dispatched
there as Mandarin interpreters in the army during Sino-Japan War and
Russo-Japan War. Their proficiency of Literary Chinese, traditionally
shared written language in East Asia, and Mandarin, a getting-popular
language in Meiji Japan, allowed to extend their sphere of activity
beyond Taiwan.

Keywords: Interpreters in Taiwan Governemnt-General, Holo,
Literary Chinese, Mandarin, East Asia
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