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"Two national writers" as a professional writer;
Natsume Soseki and Murakami Haruki
Tseng, Chiu-kuei

Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper aims at investigation of the writer consciousness which
Soseki and Murakami Haruki called “two national writers” have.

As a result of considering, in two points of criticism and a lecture,
Soseki had taken the negative attitude which is seldom different from
Haruki Murakami. However, Soseki came to perform criticism and a
lecture positively after entrance into Asahi Shimbun. Moreover, Soseki
had refused authoritarianism, such as a literary award.

On the other hand, Murakami Haruki says that reading and the writing
are more important than a literary award. And the common feature of
Murakami Haruki and Soseki is also seen about two points of the
correspondence to professional writer consciousness and a reader.
However, the difference in the position of eyes to readers shows a
difference of Soseki and Murakami Haruki era.

The consciousness as both professional writer has many common
features over the frame of time. From these points, a figure of Murakami
Haruki who makes Soseki literature his immortal admiration is seen

definitely.

Keywords: "Two national writers", professional writer, consciousness,

common feature and difference, admiration immortality
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