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The genre characteristic of a historical novel: Text
structure of the novel work of Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Ryotaro Shiba,
and Yasushi Inoue
Ochiai Yuji
Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

A novel and a movie dealing with history often create big social
concern and argument. This paper has considered the text structure of the
historical novel with social influence power. This paper has made the
main sample Yasushi Inoue "Tenpyo no Iraka" which is his famous for the
history novel of China. Simultaneously, this paper has compared
Ryunosuke Akutagawa "Rashoumon"” which is a model of a modern
historical novel and Ryotaro Shiba "Ryoma ga Yuku" that is a typical
historical novel in present age Japan with Yasushi Inoue’s one.

As a result, three kinds of subdivisions is observed in the "depiction
1" which constitutes the foundations of the text structure of a novel. First
kinds are the "basic depiction 1" describing the occurrence which suited
in the time zone of a certain specific day. Second kinds are the "depiction
1 of a summary" which summarizes "the basic depiction 1" according to a
focus. The third kinds are the "depiction 1 of contraction™ which draws
progress by the time scale per a moon or a year. This is considered that to
be the result which "Tempyo no Iraka™ has tried to draw the occurrence
that the motion of much persons compounded and produced in Japanese
envoy to Tang Dynasty China dispatch. The text structure of "Tempyo no
Iraka™ has the difference between "Rashomon"” and "Ryoma ga Yuku"
which basically has drawn an individual event. It is clarified that the
difference of the object from the individual to the group and the mode of
expression are deeply related when the history fact is drawn in the text.

Keywords: historical novel, the mode of expression,
Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Ryotaro Shiba, Yasushi Inoue
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