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A research of a second innovation in Japanese language
education : Thinking from the subject with which the high
education of Taiwan is faced
Ochiai Yuji

Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan
Abstract

Now a day, Japanese language education has reached a kind of
saturation globally. If development of the Japanese language education
for a little more than 40 years is caught by the spread theory of an
innovation, this can be said that this was the global spread of some kinds
of intellectual innovations. However, its growing curve of into the state
where growth stopped now means that the curve of the diffusion curve
has approached a limit of the first half. Japanese language education is
asked for the second innovation at this point. The grope of the possibility
is a future important subject for Japanese language education.

The other side, in Taiwan, a rapid advance of a decrease in the
birthrate will give a severe shock to high education from now on.
Japanese language education of Taiwan which has developed favorably in
high education is also subject to the severe influence of a decrease in the
birthrate naturally. Taiwan Japanese language education has received two
adverse winds called stagnation of Japanese language education, and the
shock of a decrease in the birthrate. In these situations, Japanese
language education of Taiwan needs to tide over a crisis by career
education correspondence in the short term. And it is necessary to create
new worth of university education as a bearer of democratization of
Taiwan in the long run.

Keywords: Japanese language education, innovation, Taiwan, decrease in

the birthrate, democratization
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F/o. BARBZEEHEETIT 20 LUNICA->TW5D, 2000 FIC
T2 ODHARBFELEENNWEZT T VLOEAL., BREES T TF%
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A ) X— g “an idea, practice, or object that is perceived as new by an
individual or other unit of adoption” (ZNZEAT HE A

LRI LT, L o L TREISNTZEE, /T8 dH 50
LEY),

a3 o=k —T3 “the means by which messages get from one individual to

oo F xRN another” (H2BWANLMOEANA v =T R EXHNDH
),

HF [ “The innovation-decision period is the length of time

required to pass through the innovation-decision process”
(A RXR=Ta PREINDHMBIE, 41/ X— a VOREH
BERL0ICLBLENLIFERORES TH D). “Rate of
adoption is the relative speed with which an innovation is
adopted by members of a social system” (A / X—3 3 )3 ER
AENLEAIZ, 4/ _N—va v 2T A0KBICERHS
NAHMEANEEICLEZDOTHD),

& 2T A “A social system is defined as a set of interrelated units
that are engaged in joint problem solving to accomplish a
common goal” (A& VAT AT EBEBOREZFEE T 520D E
RRICS 5T D5 ETHASNTEZEFRTLIHEMDE LT TH
%)

(H#) Wikipedia [Diffusion of innovations]|
http://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/Diffusion_of_innovations
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(HH#) Wikipedia IDiffusion of ideas.svg]
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Innovators are the first individuals to adopt an innovation.
Innovators are willing to take risks, youngest in age, have the
Innovators highest social class, have great financial liquidity, are very
(&3 E) social and have closest contact to scientific sources and
interaction with other innovators. Risk tolerance has them
adopting technologies which may ultimately fail. Financial

R i =
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resources help absorb these failures. (Rogers 1962 5th ed, p. 282)
FHLWT AT T7oHETERNICERAT @82 ATHD, VAT ER
D, Flm A thsEERE < BREMICENT, M. BFEr
RIERFIZEL MDA ) R—=F =L b RWT 5, VATHFRERS
WD, OBICERLARAWT AT T E2RATHIELH D, RFMHE
MIRZ I LERBOEREIZZR S T 5,

Early adopters
(WM =Z5E)

This is the second fastest category of individuals who adopt an
innovation. These individuals have the highest degree of opinion
leadership among the other adopter categories. Early adopters are
typically younger in age, have a higher social status, have more
financial lucidity, advanced education, and are more socially
forward than late adopters. More discrete in adoption choices
than innovators. Realize judicious choice of adoption will help
them maintain central communication position (Rogers 1962 5th ed,
p. 283). MR 2 FFOEAx ANODT I —, thoh 7TV L
thig 42 L AR TR BEN R bE VWS =4 — X —Hk
L% HDTWD, Tl X bikeE < S BRIT R & v, R%
FIICE LT, BEKEZELS, #HZE RV, £/ X=—F—1 V) b
AZEREZBEWHICITW, BAOELWHECE> T, 23a=r—v 3
VIZBWTHL I MRS D

Early Majority

(#1391 2 IR )

Individuals in this category adopt an innovation after a varying
degree of time. This time of adoption is significantly longer than
the innovators and early adopters. Early Majority tend to be
slower in the adoption process, have above average social status,
contact with early adopters, and seldom hold positions of opinion
leadership in a system (Rogers 1962 5th ed, p. 283) Z DOh T =
VDONF—EORMBREThbA /7 X—va VEHEAL, EfHae
VPZREID OZRICEMA 205, RHOBRETELS | SRk
BT, YIS AE L OERSEHNCR OB, A=FV —
H—DNLEIIZN D EIFIEENTH B,

Late Majority
C3IEZ ¢

Individuals in this category will adopt an innovation after the
average member of the society. These individuals approach an
innovation with a high degree of skepticism and after the majority
of society has adopted the innovation. Late Majority are
typically skeptical about an innovation, have below average
social status, very little financial lucidity, in contact with
others in late majority and early majority, very little opinion
leadership. ZDOH T I Y —ITWAB AT 20 EBHERE N L
eI ) R=va v w8 MNT 2. 4/ XN—va a2 BN %
BELTHTHLPRVEEMICATHD, 1/ X—va VT — K
HRATHY . HEBERITEY AW T, BEDR LB LXK, #H
LRIk & BT 23S MEE N ITIER Y,

Laggards
(PR5FIR)

Individuals in this category are the last to adopt an innovation.
Unlike some of the previous categories, individuals in this
category show little to no opinion leadership. These individuals
typically have an aversion to change-agents and tend to be
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advanced in age. Laggards typically tend to be focused on
“traditions”, likely to have lowest social status, lowest
financial fluidity, be oldest of all other adopters, in contact
with only family and close friends. b B W ORHAELE TH 5,
DHT AV — LR T D SR EENITED TRV, —EmIZ& L
PR, ST, BREGS . EERPRENLIKS. FARKA
LDOHZWT H2MHMICH D,

(i) Wikipedia [Diffusion of innovations]
http://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/Diffusion_of_innovations
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