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A Study of the “Issue Literature” (Mondaibunge) and
Writers of the Waseda Group on the Relationship to
Japanese Naturalism

Wang, Yi-yun *

Abstract

In 1915, the term “issue literature” used by Seiko Nakamura had
provoked a heated discussion or debate on the relationship between
literary works and social issues in the literary world. In fact, however,
there exist not many studies that address this issue. This paper attempts
to piece together the appearance of Japanese naturalism in Early Taisho
by analyzing commentaries of this year, especially focusing on a number
of writers who belonged to the Waseda group, such as Jun Tanaka, Hisao
Honma, and Gyofu Souma. Through the above exploration, this paper
confirms that the issue is closely related to the naturalism in late Meiji,
and moreover, argues that the issue reflects the anxiety of young

generation.
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