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Shinto: Its Spread and Limitation in Talwan
under the Japanese Occupatlon

Cai Jintang
(Department of History, Tanchiang University, Taiwan, China)

Abstract: The spread of Shinto in Taiwan under the Japanese occupation shows its dual character:
a traditional Japanese religion and an intensified “morality” representing Japan’s national ritual.
Owing to such character, together with the occupation authorities’ unreal policy of “assimiliation”
and the discrepancy between the ruling and the ruled strata in their attitudes toward “religion” ,
Shinto was spread among the ruled stratum in Taiwan, but it could never be rooted. The article
enunciates the fifty — year spread of Shinto which is Japan’s “state rellglon , and analyzes the
- reason that Shinto could never be localized in Taiwan.

Key words: & 5, shrine, traditional religion, the state Shinto

34



