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Female in Fantasy — A Study of

the Female Characters
in Su Man-shu’s Poetry

Hou, Ru-chi’

[ Abstract)

In poems Su Man-shu wrote in different periods, female characters appear to
be stereotypical. Women are represented uniformly as sentimental and feeble in
appearance. In this regard, Su's poetry is generally considered frivolous and
unworthy of reading. Studied in certain perspectives, however, Su's poetic
portrayal of the female provides an excellent access to the subtle complexity of a
creative mind.

Su's poetry is often confessional, bearing on personal experience as a monk.
In Su's treatment of the female characters in particular, we can see psychological
struggles between his pursuit of love and religious self-cultivation. We find in
Su's poetry extraordinary honesty in his use of the female as objects of desire.
This desire is not the bodily kind directed toward any real person but a longing
generated from within due to a lack of love. Su Man-shu obtains gratification by
writing these fantasized female. Viewed from this perspective, the female in Su’s
poetry are no longer presentations of romance, but serious projections of his inner

dilemma.

Key words: Su Man-shu female image desire lack
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