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A study of modern interpretations of Confucian

perspective on destiny and mandate from heaven

Lo, Ya-chun®

Abstract

In 21th century, Confucian philosophy is explored and explained again
by western philosophers. These modern interpretations of Confucianism
are significant references for people majoring in this topic. Based on
Confucian doctrines, this paper discusses the similarities and differences
among these modern interpretations of justice and fate. What is the
relationship between justice and fate in Confucius mind, independent or
blended? We’ll conclude the paths to these two completely opposite
explanations.

In order to achieve the goal, the author started from the theory of Lao
Sze-Kwang followed by expositions from Tang Junyi and Mou Zongsan.
The author also reviewed the theories of western philosophers such as
Herbert Fingarette, Angus C. Graham, David L. Hall and Roger T. Ames.
Analytical foundations are gradually established by investigating
principles proposed by these scholars. Through comprehensive
understandings and comparisons of eastern and western philosophies, the
author hopes to deliver the outlook of Confucian perspective on destiny
and mandate from heaven.

Keywords: perspective on destiny and mandate from heaven,
eastern and western philosophy, Confucius, justice and fate,
Mou Zongsan, Tang Junyi, Lao Sze-Kwang, Fingarette,
Angus C. Graham, David L. Hall, Roger T. Ames
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