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Abstract

In 1998, with the release of Security: A New Framework for Analysis,
Barry Buzan, Ole Waever and Jaap de Wilde broached the field of
securitization studies, which in turn established the status of the Copenhagen
School as a unique critical school in the discipline of International Relations.
Since the introduction of the securitization approach, Western observers have
applied the approach to analyze non-traditional security issues such as climate
change, epidemics, terrorism and piracy. Nonetheless, the Copenhagen School
has long been criticized for its Eurocentric assumptions and its functional value
as a postmodern or post-positivist theory. In light of such critique and the
recent call by the Western academia for “Global 1R,” this study is an attempt to
introduce a new framework for analyzing security issues and foreign policy
through the adoption of the concept of “relationality.” In addition, through the
re-integration of conflict theory and the concept of power, this study proposes a
policy analytical model for examining the interaction between two actors. By
examining the cases of maritime disputes in the South China Sea and the East
Sea, this study demonstrates how actors (states) construct security, the
securitization process and how an issue is desecuritized in the aftermath of a
crisis. By reconsidering and revising the concept of securitization, this study
seeks to bring more attention to the study and application of IR theories outside

the traditional realm.
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