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A Study of The Semantic Analysis of Actual Potentials

in Japanese:On Negative Sentences
LIN,Chin-hwa
Assistant Professor, Tamkang University

Abstract

This paper describes the semantic analysis of negative

actual potentials that express event occurrence once in modern
Japanese with the viewpoint of the intention of the subject and

the way of events. The conclusions are as follows.

(1)

(2)

(3)

First, it was shown clearly that the meaning of negative
potential sentences is not only [un-attaining of desirable
event] that just denies the meaning of affirmative
sentence, but also [event un-attaining by psychological
element] and [conclusive event un-attaining].

The negative sentence of actual potentials have the
meanings that the affirmative ones not show, so we can
say that negative sentences have the function of draw out
the meanings that affirmative sentences never means.

The difference of actual potential and spontaneous
constructions is the intention of the subject discussed by
previous research. The consideration result of this

paper shows that the more important difference of actual
potential and spontaneous constructions is the way of
recognition that means the possibility of event.

Key words: potential sentences, actual potentials, negative

sentences, Intentional act, spontaneous
constructions
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