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A preliminary study on Piexau’s tribal culture and community relationship

Ivy Haoyin Hsieh Cheng-hao Pao
Department of English Language and Culture Department of Global Political Economy
Tamkang University Lanyang Campus Tamkang University Lanyang Campus
Abstract

In recent years, indigenous issues have started to gain attention from society. As a
minority group in Taiwan, indigenous people should have the right and the opportunity to
keep their own tribal organizations to represent their traditional culture. However, having
gone through different political ruling stages, the traditional system in the community/tribe
has disappeared. The development of the tribal community is rather slow and outdated.
Therefore, it is important to deeply understand the tribal culture before starting to plan
community development of tribal villages. And so, the research team decided to spend more
time to get to know the community and the tribal culture.

This study aims to understand the current situation of the tribal community and the
residents’ lives. Hence an ethnographic method was used to record the lives of the Piexau
tribal community. Data was collected through participant observations, field notes, individual
interviews, images, and logs. Interview data with other data was transcribed and categorized
following procedures of Grounded Theory to create themes.

There are two major themes in this study: One is the tribal culture, which represents
“true Piexau” from eyes of Piexau village’s local residents. Their tribal culture can be
presented in three parts: the historical and geographic background of the Piexau, the daily
lives of local people, and their cultural traditions. The second theme is the community
relationship, which was found directly connected with religious beliefs. Thus two parts are
included in the second theme: the conflicts between religious activities and traditional culture,
and the relationship between religious belief and community organization.

As a preliminary study, the major finding of this study focuses on the significant role
that religion plays in Piexau tribal village. The True Jesus Church has different ways of
interpreting doctrines, and the attitude towards indigenous traditions is also very different
from other Christian Churches. The conflicts in between churches resulted in a dual
community where two sides of people refused to participate in the same activity. In order to
work on community development in a unique community/tribe like the Piexau, it is important
for the researchers to interact with people from both sides and to thoroughly understand the
“religious cultures” and the common needs of the community.
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