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1
FIBER-OPTIC SENSOR FOR
LIQUID-IMMERSION DETECTION AND
FIBER-OPTIC DETECTION SYSTEM FOR
LIQUID-IMMERSION DETECTION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority benefit of Taiwan
application serial no. 100115696, filed on May 4, 2011. The
entirety of the above-mentioned patent application is hereby
incorporated by reference herein and made a part of this
specification.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a fiber-optic sensor for liquid-
immersion detection configured to detect the dry/wet state of
the environment which the sensor is in, for example.

2. Description of Related Art

Recently, the capacity of data transmission has increased
rapidly with the flourishing development in the internet,
where pictures and images of high quality occupy a large
portion of the bandwidth. As a consequence, the usage rate of
optical fibers increases significantly. Triple-play service
including voice, data and image provided through optical
fiber network has gradually become the mainstream method
for transmission.

Since optical fiber network has extended to a wide range,
the water immersion occurring on the optical fiber commu-
nication wiring or the cable wiring at joint box, roadside
cabinets, or portion at underground duct needs to be detected
in real time for technicians to eliminate the water immersion.

Atypical commercial product includes a liquid level sensor
which is mainly disposed in a sensor of a single location. The
surface of the sensor is easily affected by external environ-
mental factors (i.e. dust), and the function of the sensor is thus
influenced thereby, which makes the sensor not fit to be dis-
posed on the optical fiber detection wiring. Although other
sensors have been proposed for detecting the water immer-
sion of the optical fiber wiring, the sensing mechanism here is
to use a non-woven cloth to absorb water, where the non-
woven cloth swells so that the optical fiber results in bending
loss, and to observe with an optical time domain reflectometer
(OTDR). Nevertheless, the bending loss of this sensor is as
high as 10 dB when immersed by water, such that the water
immersions occurring at multiple locations can not be
observed on the OTDR at the same time. Moreover, the sub-
sequent detection wiring may easily break down due to the
breakage of one of the detection points.

Therefore, researches have been carried out for efficient
detection of the water immersions on optical fiber network.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a fiber-optic sensor for liquid-
immersion detection capable of disposing a plurality of detec-
tion points on an optical fiber network easily and effectively
to rapidly and accurately detect whether or not liquid-immer-
sion has occurred in the optical fiber network, such as the
occurrence of water immersion.

The invention relates to a fiber-optic sensor for liquid-
immersion detection, which includes an optical fiber and an
interface material layer. The optical fiber has an angled physi-
cal contact (APC) surface. The interface material layer con-
tacts the APC surface of the optical fiber. The interface mate-
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2

rial layer has a rough surface to produce a diffusion reflection
when in a dry state. The interface material layer has a smooth
surface to produce a specular reflection when absorbed a
liquid in a wet state.

The invention is also directed to a fiber-optic detection
system for liquid-immersion detection, which includes an
optical time domain reflectometer (OTDR), a backbone opti-
cal fiber, an optical splitter, and a fiber-optic sensor for liquid-
immersion detection. The backbone optical fiber is coupled to
the OTDR. The optical splitter is disposed on the backbone
optical fiber to split a detection light. The fiber-optic sensor
for liquid-immersion detection is coupled to the optical split-
ter through a branch optical fiber. The fiber-optic sensor for
liquid-immersion detection includes an optical fiber and an
interface material layer. The optical fiber has one end coupled
to the branch optical fiber and the other end with an APC
surface. The interface material layer contacts the APC surface
of the optical fiber. The interface material layer has a rough
surface to produce a diffusion reflection when in a dry state.
The interface material layer has a smooth surface to produce
a specular reflection when absorbed a liquid in a wet state.
The detection light output from the optical splitter generates
an optical power difference through a difference between the
diffusion reflection and the specular reflection when being
reflected back to the OTDR to identity whether the interface
material layer is in the dry state or the wet state.

In order to make the aforementioned and other features and
advantages of the invention more comprehensible, several
embodiments accompanied with figures are described in
detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings provide further understand-
ing and constitute a part of this specification. The drawings
illustrate embodiments and, together with the description,
serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FIGS. 1A-1B are schematic diagrams illustrating an opera-
tional mechanism of a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion
detection in the invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing a basic framework
of'a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detection accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram showing a
framework of a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detec-
tion according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram showing a
framework of a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detec-
tion according to another embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 depicts a schematic diagram of a fiber-optic detec-
tion system for liquid-immersion detection according to an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a change in a
relative optical fiber power of a backbone optical fiber with
distance.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing a verifying result
from an experiment and an estimation of Equation (1) accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The invention proposes that a fiber-optic sensor for liquid-
immersion detection can be applied in a fiber-optic detection
system for liquid-immersion detection. Together with the use
of an optical time domain reflectometer (OTDR), liquid-im-
mersions at multiple locations can be observed at the same
time. A detection wiring here adopts a branching design, such
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that the operations of other detection points and a backbone
optical fiber detection wiring are not affected by the break-
down of a detection point or the breakage of a branch optical
fiber. When a branch detection point is damaged or immersed
by a liquid, a sensor module can be simply detached and
replaced with easy operation and maintenance.

Once the backbone optical fiber detection wiring has been
laid out, an optical splitter and the fiber-optic sensor for
liquid-immersion detection can then be disposed according to
the needs of detection locations. Thereafter, the OTDR canbe
used to examine the state of each of the fiber-optic sensor for
liquid-immersions detection in real time.

Since the water immersion occurring on the optical fiber
transmission wirings or cable wirings at roadside cabinets, or
portion at underground duct is quite often, the immersion by
any liquid can cause damages. Therefore, the immersion by
water is merely one embodiment adopted in the invention.

In the following, several embodiments are provided to
describe the invention; however, the invention is not limited to
thereto.

An operational mechanism of the invention is illustrated
first. FIGS. 1A-1B are schematic diagrams illustrating an
operational mechanism of a fiber-optic sensor for water-im-
mersion detection in the invention. Referring to FIG. 1A, an
interface material 100 similar to a sponge material, for
example, a melamine sponge has a rough structure at a dry
state. Owing to the slightly rough surface, when an incident
light 90 enters the rough surface, the reflected light has a
diffusion reflection which is also referred as a scattering
reflection, where the reflected light does not reflect in a par-
ticular direction.

Referring to FIG. 1B, when the interface material 100
absorbs a liquid 102, for example, absorbs water, the liquid
102 fills the rough structure of the interface material 100 and
turns into a smooth surface, for example, a structure approxi-
mating to a specular surface. At this time, the incident light 90
is reflected like a reflection phenomenon by a conventional
specular surface after entering this smooth surface, for
instance, and this is referred as a specular reflection.

Through the reflection difference between the diffusion
reflection and the specular reflection, whether the interface
material 100 is immersed by water or not can be detected by
the difference in the intensity of the reflected light coupled the
APC surface of the optical fiber.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing a basic framework
of'a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detection accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 2, in
the invention, a detection mechanism is established based on
the theories of the specular reflection and the diffusion reflec-
tion of the interface material 100, so that the interface material
100 can be utilized as a sensing device for determining
whether the water immersion has occurred. On the other
hand, the fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detection is
also coupled to the interface material 100 in cooperation with
an optical fiber 108 having the APC surface. The optical fiber
108 includes an optical fiber core layer 104 and an optical
fiber cladding layer 106. The transmission of a light signal is
achieved by the reflection of light at an interface of the optical
fiber core layer 104 and the optical fiber cladding layer 106.
One end of the optical fiber 108 contacting the interface
material 100 has the APC structure, for example, with the
design of an 8° angle.

When the sensor is not immersed by water, the detection
light displays a diffusion reflection characteristic after pass-
ing through the 8° APC surface via the optical fiber and then
reflected by the interface material 100. At this time, the
reflected light has a higher probability of re-entering the
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optical fiber interface. Consequently, the reflection rate is
higher, and the height of the reflection pulse is also higher.
When the interface material 100 of the sensor is immersed by
water, the specular reflection is generated on the 8° APC
surface. Owing to the design of the 8° APC surface and the
specular reflection characteristic of the sensing interface, the
reflected light has a lower probability of re-entering the opti-
cal fiber 108. Accordingly, the reflection damage is greater,
and the height of the reflection pulse is lower. Here, the angle
of'the optical fiber having the APC surface is not limited to 8°
as long as the two states can be identified.

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram showing a
framework of a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detec-
tion according to an embodiment of the invention. Referring
to FIG. 3, a conventional optical fiber connector 110 and a
ferrule 112 are combined, so that the optical fiber 108 having
the APC surface contacts the interface material 100. The
interface material 100 applied a connection base structure to
contact the APC surface of the optical fiber 108. The connec-
tion base structure is constituted by two carriers 114, 116, for
example, and the interface material 100 is sandwiched ther-
ebetween. The carrier 116 can further have an inlet hole
formed therein for allowing liquids from the external envi-
ronmental to enter. For example, when the local environment
has been immersed by water, water is absorbed by the inter-
face material 100 from the inlet hole 118 to generate the
specular reflection. The sensor can be disposed in any loca-
tion that needs to be detected. The structure of the sensor is
simple and light, easy for technicians to perform maintenance
and replacement. The APC surface of the optical fiber con-
nector constitutes an angled sensing interface with a water
transmissive-diffusion reflection medium.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram showing a
framework of a fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detec-
tion according to another embodiment of the invention.
Referring to FIG. 4, FIG. 4 is similar to the framework of that
of FIG. 3; however, the structure for disposing the interface
material 100 is different from that in FIG. 3. In this embodi-
ment, the optical fiber in the ferrule 112 still contacts an
interface material 122 with the same angle. Nonetheless, the
interface material 122 is fixed by using another external fer-
rule 120, for instance, a metal ferrule fixes the interface mate-
rial 122 with the ferrule 120. The external ferrule 120 also has
an inlet hole 124 allowing liquids to be absorbed by the
interface material 122 to generate the specular reflection.

Here, the metal ferrule is adopted as a head end of the
fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detection. As a con-
sequence, the fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detec-
tion becomes more compact. A method of fabricating the
sensor includes the following. The water transmissive-diffu-
sion reflection medium is placed into the metal ferrule, which
is then tightly connected to the APC surface of the optical
fiber connector. The water transmissive-diffusion reflection
medium shows different reflections under the dry or wet state,
that is, the diffusion reflection and the specular reflection so as
to determine the occurrence of water immersion with the
height difference of the reflection pulses.

The fiber-optic sensor for water-immersion detection can
be disposed at any locations of the backbone optical fiber that
need to be detected, and the number of the sensors is also
determined according to needs. The fiber-optic sensor for
water-immersion detection is generally a fiber-optic sensor
for liquid-immersion detection; however, the sensor is not
limited to detect water immersion.

Shown in the verification from the experiments, the difter-
ence in optical power between the two states can be greater
than 3 dB.
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FIG. 5 depicts a schematic diagram of a fiber-optic detec-
tion system for liquid-immersion detection according to an
embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 5, one of a
plurality of fiber-optic sensors for water-immersion detection
of a backbone optical fiber is illustrated as an example.

A fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion detec-
tion includes an OTDR 200, a backbone optical fiber 202, an
optical splitter 204, a branch optical fiber 208, and a fiber-
optic sensor 210 for liquid-immersion detection. The back-
bone optical fiber 202 is coupled to the OTDR 200. The
OTDR 200 emits a continuous optical pulse signal and simul-
taneously detects whether or not an environmental liquid has
immersed the fiber-optic sensor 210 for liquid-immersion
detection. The d dry/wet state indicated on the OTDR 200 is
of a reflection signal from the fiber-optic sensor 210 for
liquid-immersion detection. The optical splitter 204 is dis-
posed on the backbone optical fiber 202 to split a portion of
the light as the detection light. An endpoint of the backbone
optical fiber 202 has a terminator 206. The branch optical
fiber 208 is coupled to the optical splitter 204 to receive the
detection light and therefore transmit the light signal. The
fiber-optic sensor 210 for liquid-immersion detection is
coupled to the branch optical fiber 208. The fiber-optic sensor
210 for liquid-immersion detection, as aforementioned,
includes an optical fiber, one end coupled to the branch opti-
cal fiber 208, and the other end having an APC surface. The
interface material layer contacts the APC surface of the opti-
cal fiber.

According to the descriptions in FIGS. 2-4, the interface
material layer has a rough surface in a dry state, thereby
generating a diffusion reflection. When a liquid is absorbed,
the interface material layer is in a wet state and has a smooth
surface to generate a specular reflection.

The detection light output from the optical splitter 204
generates an optical power difference through a difference
between the diffusion reflection and the spectacular reflection
when being reflected back to the OTDR to identity whether
the interface material layer is in the dry state or the wet state.
A path of the reflected light also goes through the branch
optical fiber 208, the optical splitter 204, the backbone optical
fiber 202 to reach the OTDR so as to shown the reflection
pulse. When the interface material layer is in a water-im-
mersed state, the reflection pulse greatly decreases or van-
ishes.

In the detection of water level, for instance, a water level
212a usually does not reach a height disposed with the fiber-
optic sensor 210 for liquid-immersion detection. However,
when the environment changes so that a water level 2125 rises
to the height that the fiber-optic sensor 210 for liquid-immer-
sion detection is disposed at, the reflection pulse on the OTDR
200 vanishes to notify the rising of the water level 2124.

A plurality of fiber-optic sensors for liquid-immersion
detection is generally disposed at different locations on one
backbone optical fiber. Since the light damage of the optical
fiber increases with distance, the sensing level of the fiber-
optic sensor for liquid-immersion detection also has to be
adjusted. In the invention, a method of estimating the reflec-
tion pulse is proposed. FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illus-
trating a change in a relative optical power of a backbone
optical fiber with distance. Referring to FIG. 6, according to
the disposition shown in FIG. 5, the change in the relative
optical power is in units of dB. The fiber-optic sensor for
liquid-immersion detection generates a pulse in the dry state.
The height of the pulse relative to the baseline is represented
with A, which can be illustrated using an Equation (1):
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Rena (9]
A(dB) =5-logy, m +1

Herein, R, is a reflection coefficient of the fiber-optic
sensor for liquid-immersion detection on the branch optical
fiber; SR? is the square of an optical splitting ratio of the
backbone optical fiber to the branch optical fiber in the optical
splitter; B is a backscatter factor of the optical fiber, depend-
ing on an operation wavelength and a pulse width of the
detection light emitted by the OTDR. In Equation (1), SR? in
the optical splitter is an adjustable parameter according to the
requirements for implementing the fiber-optic detection sys-
tem.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing a verifying result
from an experiment and an estimation of Equation (1) accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention adopting an optical
fiber connector having a physical contact to replace the fiber-
optic sensor for liquid-immersion detection. Referring to
FIG. 7, though the distances are different, values of the reflec-
tion pulse estimated using Equation (1) correspond to the
experimental results. The difference in the height of the
reflection pulses is sufficient to distinguish the dry state and
the wet state. In FIG. 7, solid bars are dry interface theoretical
values and square block bars are dry interface experimental
values. Moreover, bars with horizontal lines are wet interface
theoretical values and bars with diamonds are wet interface
experimental values.

The sensor device provided in the invention has a simple
framework, low cost, and capability of performing unam-
biguous identification. In comparison, the traditional frame-
work is more complicated and not easy for maintenance and
replacement. The conventional module thereof is larger and
not suitable for distant detection. The cost of the traditional
framework is also higher than the sensor designed herein.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the structure of
the disclosed embodiments without departing from the scope
or spirit of the invention. In view of the foregoing, it is
intended that the invention cover modifications and variations
of this invention provided they fall within the scope of the
following claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:
1. A fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection, comprising:
an optical time domain reflectometer;
abackbone optical fiber coupled to the optical time domain
reflectometer;
an optical splitter disposed on the backbone optical fiber to
split a detection light;
a branch optical fiber coupled to the optical splitter and
receiving the detection light; and
a fiber-optic sensor for liquid-immersion detection,
coupled to the branch optical fiber, the fiber-optic sensor
for liquid-immersion detection comprising:
an optical fiber having one end coupled to the branch
optical fiber and the other end comprising an angled
physical contact surface; and
an interface material layer contacting the angled physi-
cal contact surface of the optical fiber, wherein the
interface material layer has a rough surface to produce
a diffusion reflection when in a dry state and a smooth
surface to produce a specular reflection when
absorbed a liquid in a wet state,
wherein the detection light output from the optical splitter
generates an optical power difference through a differ-
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ence between the diffusion reflection and the specular
reflection when being reflected back to the optical time
domain reflectometer to identify whether or not the
interface material layer is in the dry state or the wet state.

2. The fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection as claimed in claim 1, wherein the liquid absorbed
by the interface material layer is water.

3. The fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection as claimed in claim 1, wherein the interface material
layer comprises a melamine sponge.

4. The fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection as claimed in claim 1, wherein when the branch
optical fiber receives the detection light entering the interface
material layer from the angled physical contact surface, the
branch optical fiber receives a first optical reflection level and
a second optical reflection level of different degrees through
the difference between the diffusion reflection and the specu-
lar reflection.

5. The fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a connec-
tion base structure to couple the angled physical contact sur-
face of the optical fiber and the interface material layer,
wherein the connection base structure has a liquid entry hole
for the liquid to enter the interface material layer.
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6. The fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection as claimed in claim 1, wherein the optical splitter
has a splitting ratio to determine a degree of a difference in
optical power of the interface material layer in the dry state
and the wet state.

7. The fiber-optic detection system for liquid-immersion
detection as claimed in claim 1, wherein an operation of the
optical splitter is set a condition to produce a signal pulse
height (A) in the dry state under an operation wavelength,
wherein A is estimated according to:

Rena

AR =308 | s g

5

in which R, is a reflection coefficient of the fiber-optic
sensor for liquid-immersion detection on the branch
optical fiber; SR? as an adjustable parameter for setting
the condition is a square of an optical splitting ratio of
the backbone optical fiber to the branch optical fiber in
the optical splitter; B is a backscatter factor of the optical
fiber.



