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Participation in politics for Taiwanese females
Participation in politics for women has come a long way in modern Taiwanese history. In the fifty years Japanese colonization (1895-1945), Taiwanese irrespective of gender had no suffrage rights. The defeat of Japan in the Second World War in 1945 followed by the ruling under Chiang’ Kei Shek’s Nationalist Party provided the precondition for women’s political participation. The Constitution enforced in 1949 specially stipulated seats to be reserved for women in legislatures at all levels, which was implemented around 5% to 10% in local elections in the following decades (Gelb, 2013). However, by early 1980s, it became clear that the 10% gender quotas served no instrument to enhance women’s political participation but a ceiling to restrict the number of female candidates as both the Nationalist Party and the opposition force were reluctant to nominate more women than the number of the reserved seats (Huang, 2012; Liang and Ku 1995). Therefore, when the process of democratization began in 1987, feminist activists demanded the gender quotas be increased significantly in the ensuing constitutional reforms. In the following seven rounds of constitutional amendments between 1991 and 2005, gender quotas were increased to at least 25%. Feminist activists also pushed for the implementation of gender quotas in the enactment of Local Government Act and in the internal rules of political parties (Huang, 2002). By 2000, reserved seats for women in local elections increased from 15% to 25%, depending on the magnitudes of the electoral districts. The current two largest political parties, the perennial Nationalist Party and the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), also adopted gender quotas in their nomination rules. 
These efforts contributed to widen female participation in politics. Currently, with over 30 per cent of women in Parliament, Taiwan has a much higher female representation compared with neighboring countries such as China (23.4%), Thailand (15.8), South Korea (15.7%) and Japan (8.1%) (Inter-Parliament Union, 2013). Although the figure is not particularly impressive by global standards, it ranked one of the highest in Asia. Nowadays, it is not uncommon to find Taiwanese women in high-level governmental posts and stand for elections. In 2000, Annette Lu Hsiu-lien became Taiwan’s first female vice president, and she was re-elected in 2004. In 2008, Tsai Ying-wen was elected to be the chairperson of the DPP and stood as the presidential candidate for her party in the election. One can also detect a shift in the background of recent female politicians. Unlike in the past when a large number of women politicians were ‘legacies’ taking over the positions of their fathers or other family members, including their imprisoned husbands, a generation of new faces are voted in at all levels on the merit of their education, passion and prior activism (Chen, 2012).

Along side of this progressive social movement, however, the residual of patriarchy in the domain of politics continues to manifest in media and their day-to-day work as a political woman. One aspect of discrimination takes form in patronizing language on their sexuality, personality and appearance. For example, single middle-aged female politicians are often bombarded by banters on their singleton and media speculation of homosexuality. Presidential candidate Tsai Yi-wen was demanded by a senior male colleague, Shi Ming-deh, to declare her sexuality during the presidential election in 2008. In 2010, single MP Luo Shu-lei was alleged to be a lesbian engaged in a relationship with a television newsreader, which she later denied and threatened the press for defamation. Moreover, when a female politician, irrespective of her rank, speaks out in disagreement with another male, she is more likely to be portrayed as ‘deviant’, ‘rude’ and ‘someone who needs to be brought in line’. One of the famous case in point is how the ex-vice president Annette Lu was often framed as ‘big-mouthed’ and ‘someone that does not know her position’ in the media mainly because she often vocalized different opinions from the president. Another anecdote of this kind involves Chiou Yi-ying, a female MP, who was called ‘lacking proper family education’ by Lee Ching-hwa, a male MP, because she hackled during his speech. When she demanded an apology, Lee called her ‘a shrew’ (po fu) and insisted giving an apology to a women like her is impossible and against the reason of god (tien li bu ruong). Similarly, Luo shui-lei, the female MP mentioned earlier, was swiftly disciplined by her party after she openly criticized the president’s policy in a talk show where she appears as a regular guest. However, all of these pale when compared with some direct blunt personal insults launched towards women in politics. In a confrontation episode over policy issues between female MP Kuan Bi-lin and male MP Chiou Yi, Chiou walked away from the scene with his last words which addressed Kuan as ‘an ugly woman even by the lowest aesthetic standard’ in front of a myriad of media cameras. Although Kuan later pressed libel charge against Chiou, the court acquitted him for ‘expressing personal opinion’. 
Women politicians in media 
Before examining the representation on female politicians in Taiwan, it is useful to review the history and debate of political gender representation in the media. Ever since the 1970s when more women internationally started to join politics and taking important political roles, there has been a notable increase in the analysis of ways in which women suffered disadvantageous media reports compared with their male counterparts. Many studies in the 1990s and before found that women tended to receive less media attention and suffered ‘symbolic annihilation’ (Tuchman, 1978; Carroll, 1994, Gingras, 1995; Kahn, 1996). The US media monitoring group, ‘Women, Men and Media’ reported that in 1994 and 1995, television correspondents were more likely to ignore female sources and decline front-page reference to women and their photographs. It is also believed that differences in the quantity of coverage may affect women’s chances to be elected as visibility and recognition strongly correlates to voters’ willingness to support. 
Moreover, studies revealed that reports on women politicians tend to concentrate on comparatively trivial subjects rather than their political achievements and prominent campaign issues (Carlin and Winfrey, 2009; Anderson, 1995). For example, research from Canada and the US found that the coverage centered more on women’s personal characteristics, physical appearance, fashion sense, and lifestyle and women politicians were referred to more frequently in terms of their families (Everitt, 2003). In the UK and Northern Ireland, studies also found that most female members of parliament (MPs) believed that the media focused on their outward appearance considerably more than their male colleagues’. According to the interviewed MPs, male politicians were only ‘occasionally objectified’ in the media when they were involved in scandals, but objectification appeared to be the norm for female politicians (Sreberny-Mohammadi and Ross, 1996; Ross, 2003). Yet, when their professional performance as a politician is reported, the media chose to frame them in stereotypical feminine terms which highlight their compassionate or caring natures rather than evidence of toughness and strong leadership. This framing strategy risks portraying women politicians as incapable of handling difficult issues in areas such as the economy and military affairs (Carroll and Fox, 2006), and also reinforces the long-standing assumption that the expertise of political women is confined to a limited range of domestic social issues. Carrol and Schreiber (1997) analyzed newspaper coverage on the women in the 103rd US Congress and concluded that while the general press coverage actively reported the role of congresswomen in ‘women-related’ issues (such as women’s health and abortion), mentioning on other issues was considerably lacking. Although some women politicians can probably capitalize on this ‘perceived’ advantage, the media has been and tend to be more interested in agendas of ‘hard issues’ set by their male counterparts (Heldman, 2009; Kahn, 1996; Jamieson, 1995). 
When women tend to receive disadvantageous treatment when reported alongside male politicians, the situation is not necessarily better when they are reported with another female. On the contrary, it is argued that the media still provides frivolous, sour, and negative coverage for women. What’s more, journalists are more inclined to present a backdrop of a contest and use demeaning terms, such as ‘catfights’ or ‘menopausal contests’ when reporting about two female politicians. The narratives often imply jealousy and bitterness in order to give a false sense of ‘a war between women’ (Laurence, 1999; Sreberny-Mohammadi and Ross, 1996). However, competitions between men are very differently constructed in the media and men’s robust attack on each other will be seen as ‘expressing a statement’ and even ‘eloquent and witty’-- instead of ‘having her claws out’ or ‘having her emotional outburst’. This tendency of unfair gendered representations is believed to have a damaging impact on public’s perception of the professionalism and suitability of female politicians. 
Overall, the literature renders sufficient evidence to show that gendered representations are prevalent and could have serious effects on aspiring candidates, political activists or the electorate at large. In Taiwan, similar patterns of gender-biased representations were observed, and that women holding important positions or having greater political influences are even arguably more likely to suffer. (陳玫均，2002; 陳姿羽，2001; 黃美惠，2001)  

Paradigm shifts and emerging tensions

Although sex-differentiated coverage is still rife, some changes and improvements have been noted. Firstly, researchers argued that although certain female perspectives are still underrepresented, the concept of deliberate omission of women politicians in the media is less relevant in the contemporary political scene with successful high-profiled women (Fountaine and McGregor, 2002; Wasburn and Wasburn, 2011), and that attention needs to be shifted from ‘visibility/invisibility’ towards the quality of representation. Everitte (2003) also concurred that the ‘invisibility’ of women politicians in the media is not on the scale uncovered by Kahn (1996) in the 1980s. One possible explanation for this is the increase in the number of women holding elected office, and the other is greater professionalism and self-reflection on the part of the media. Secondly, scholars reported that the ways in which feminine stereotypes appeared in the media are becoming more inconspicuous and therefore more detailed analysis is needed (Carrol and Schreiber 1997). Norris (1997) studied the media coverage of women leaders worldwide and noted that the majority of coverage was framed in a way which ‘reflected a more subtle conventional wisdom about how women are seen as politicians’ (p.161) rather than a simple or crude stereotyping on appearance or ‘feminine’ traits. In 1999, a European Commission study also concluded that ‘the status of gender portrayal across all the media is no longer monolithic stereotyping of the kind described in content studies of the 1970s and 1980s.’ (Gallagher, 2001:5). Another stream of recent studies has focused on the tension between politicians’ pragmatism and ethical journalism. In other words, what (feminist) media scholars perceive as harmful might be regarded as effective public relations strategies for political gain by some female politicians. For instance, some female MPs (equivalent to legislators) in Northern Ireland were reported to appreciate the opportunities of being reported in ‘lifestyle’ journalism and being portrayed primarily as being a woman, not a politician. Wasburn and Wasburn (2011) also suggested that objectifying photographs and trivializing discussions about female politicians should not always been regarded as negative and victimizing. It could be a deliberate political maneuver by the politicians to draw public attention and promote certain image intended for certain voters/audiences. Their analysis on Sarah Palin’s campaign in 2008 found that media references to her beauty queen background, youthful appearance, physical attractiveness and wardrobe, should be understood as a reflection of Palin’s campaign strategy aiming to promote the populist appeal of her personality. Elsewhere in the world, other researchers also found that highlighting femininity in women politicians could be an intentional strategy in response to the male-dominated media. Mukada-anan et al. (2006) reported that the famous female politician in Thailand, Khunying Sudarat Keyuraphan, used images of a typical woman (including a mother, a wife, a pregnant woman at different times) to tie in with her soft-appeal election campaign that asked for sympathy and support. Although these case studies on individual politician are not enough to form a generalized trend, they do point to the changing journalistic boundary and an interesting phenomenon where some gendered representation is taking place with the connivance of women themselves. It is worth stressing that the above-mentioned viewpoints and developments do not deny that differences still exist in political coverage between men and women, but they are more concerned about explaining—rather than blaming-- these differences. 
Data 

The parallel development of increasing political participation of Taiwanese women and the residual of patriarchal values in politics has been a unique phenomenon in Taiwan, but recent tabloidization of political news in Taiwan has made the clash of gender interest are made even more noticeable and keenly felt, as conflict and tension are perfect materials for tabloid newspapers. 
Tabloidization refers to the process whereby media outlets shift their focus from political and international issues to sensational stories, with celebrity, crime, conflict and scandal featuring heavily. It also features an increase in human interest stories and full-color pictures, but a reduction in text length and hard news stories (McLachlan and Golding, 2000). In Taiwan, the launch of The Apple Daily (AD) in May 2003 was often perceived as the beginning of a full-scale tabloid culture. AD is a tabloid newspaper that began life in Hong Kong, concentrating on celebrity gossip, scandal, naked women, and lurid crime scene photographs. Pioneering the use of color printing on all pages in Taiwan, AD has generated a large following and attention since its first release. Nowadays, the paper has contended with the DPP-oriented Liberty Times as the most popular newspaper in Taiwan, particularly among the 30-34 age group (Rawnsley, 2007), causing concerns for many established media brands. According to a circulation survey administered by the Audit Bureau of Circulation in Peng (2006), daily circulation of the AD stood at around 450,000 copies in June 2004. A survey in Aug 2008 (as in Wang, 2009) shows that average daily circulation reached 529,391 copies. Its ability to sell so many copies on an island of 23 million people has motivated other commercial media outlets to keep up, resulting in a trend of tabloidization in local journalism (Wang, 2009; Peng 2006). Despite the allegedly lower editorial standard, the AD has become one of the most influential media in recent years. Some scholars in gender and media studies have started including the AD in their research or using the paper as a case study. A similar research can be found in Wang’s (2009) work, which looks at the gender stereotyping on artists of different sexes in the AD. However, research on how tabloids shape our relationship with politicians of different sexes remains limited. 
To fill this void, this study aims to investigate the ways in which male and female politicians are reported in the AD based on coverage on full-term MPs in the 7th Legislative Yuan (between February 2008 and January 2012). In total, 108 MPs were sampled, out of whom 33 were female (30.6%) and 75 (69.4%) were male. Researchers first searched the database using MPs’ full names in headlines as keyword, and only when the MP’s full name appears in the headline would the news be included for further analysis. Results show that 27 male MPs (36%) and 10 female MPs (30.3%) were never mentioned in the AD headline during their terms of office. 
The remaining 48 male and 23 female MPs were mentioned in 671 news, of which 496 (74.3%) were about male MPs and 175 (26.7%) were female MPs. As the number of male MPs being mentioned in headlines doubles the one of the female, this study randomly selected 24 male MPs (out of 48) and their respective news reports for further analysis in order to balance the number between gender. The final sample included 24 male and 23 female MPs generating 561 news articles, of which 386 were about male and 175 were about female.  
All the reports were then coded by two trained coders for ‘tone’, ‘theme’, ‘word count’, and ‘page allocation’. This content analysis approach is widely used because it helps to ‘quantify and manifest features of a large number of texts’, and helps ‘make broad inferences about the processes of representation.’ (Deacon et al, 1999, p.116). 
Results of content analysis

Content analysis results show that out of all cases, female MPs as a whole receive more positive as well as more negative coverage. 27.4% of total coverage on female is positive compared with only 22.8% in male MPs. This ‘advantage’ is however balanced out by the higher percentages (3.1% higher) of negative reports they receive compared with their male counterparts. Overall, the gaps are actually not drastic and it is unclear whether the newspaper has been gender-biased in selecting news stories and deliberately casts female in a negative light.  
Gender comparison: tone 
	
	Positive %
	Negative %
	Neutral %

	Male 
	22.8
	40.9
	36.3

	Female
	27.4
	44
	28.6


Unlike the tone used in a report, the theme of these reports offers more clues to unpick gender differences in tabloid coverage. For both sexes, ‘election-related’ and ‘MP-related services’ account for the two most reported themes. 36.5% of reports on male and 43.3% of female MPs themed on election and their performance inside and outside of the Parliament. It is further noted that ‘election’ news alone accounted for about one-quarter of all coverage for females. Although this finding seems to defy the stereotype of women politician being deprived of visibility in elections, it does also make one wonder why ‘women in election’ generates such high tabloid interest.    
 ‘Relationship’ also appears to be a theme featured heavily. While only 6.7% of reports on male MPs focus on their relationship, 16% of articles on female MPs depict relationships—or sometimes the lack of! This is also the category that shows the largest gender differences (9.3%), indicating that relationship stories about female politicians attract much more tabloid attention. This gender difference further increases to 15.7% when we compared the reports between the ‘celebrity MPs’ (the top five most reported male and female MPs). While 21% of coverage on the celebrity female MPs center on relationships, only 5.3% are about relationships when it comes to reporting celebrity male MPs. This concentration on relationship gossips about celebrity female MPs risks reinforcing or creating unprofessional and often negative impressions for female politicians in general. 
Another significant difference appears in the ‘by association’ category. In this group of reports, MP’s name is mentioned in the headline, but they are not the main character of the report. Instead, they are the ‘associates’ of the main character, who could be their assistants, friends or relatives. While 14.8% of reports on males use MP in association with the main character in question, only 6.9% of such coverage can be found in female MPs’. 
Gender comparison: themes (all)

	
	
	Total
	Male
	Female

	1
	Election
	20.1(113)
	17.6 (68)
	25.7 (45)

	2
	MP work-related
	18.5 (104)
	18.9 (73)
	17.7 (31)

	3
	Scandals (excl. relationships)
	12.3 (69)
	12.4 (48)
	12.0 (21)

	4
	By association
	12.3 (69)
	14.8 (57)
	6.9 (12)

	5
	Relationship gossip
	9.6 (54)
	6.7 (26)
	16.0 (28)

	6
	Other aspects in personal life (incl. finance, family, hobbies)
	8.2 (46)
	8.0 (31)
	7.4 (13)

	7
	Pressing charges or suing others
	5.5 (31)
	6.7 (26)
	2.9 (5)

	8
	Physical traits or physical condition (illness)
	5.0 (28)
	6.0 (23)
	2.9 (5)

	9
	Comments on others
	4.4 (24)
	4.4 (17)
	4.0 (7)

	10
	Others (e.g. opinion polls) 
	3.4 (19)
	4.1 (16)
	1.7 (3)

	11
	Physical fights
	0.7 (4)
	0.3 (1)
	1.7 (3)


As to the page location, results reveal that most of reports about MPs are assigned to the ‘National news highlight’ section, followed by the ‘entertainment’ section. Over 95% of the reports can be found in these two sections. Among those, 80.6% of coverage on female MP appeared in ‘national news highlight’, almost 3% higher than their male counterpart, and 13.7% of their coverage appeared in ‘entertainment’, about 3% lower than their male counterpart. Although the differences are minuscule, it defies the belief that reports on female politicians are more likely to appear in the frivolous entertainment section. In fact, results point to a situation where tabloid newspapers are as likely to (dis)place stories about male MPs in other sections unrelated to politics.  
Gender comparison: location 
	
	
	Total
	Male
	Female

	1
	National news highlight
	78.6 (441)
	77.7 (300)
	80.6 (141)

	2
	Entertainment 
	16.2 (91)
	17.4 (67)
	13.7 (24)

	3
	Opinion
	2.5 (14)
	2.1 (8)
	3.4 (6)

	4
	Politics
	0.9 (5)
	1.3 (5)
	0 (0)

	5
	Sports
	0.7 (4)
	0.8 (3)
	0.6 (1)

	6
	Local news
	0.5 (3)
	0 (0)
	1.7 (3)

	7
	Life/finance/society
	0.5 (3)
	3 (0.9)
	0 (0)


Finally, all reports are coded according to its length into short, medium and long. An article will be regarded as short if it contains fewer than 250 words, and long if it exceeds 800 words—a demarcation used in Taiwanese newspaper when they invite submissions. Figures conclude that about three-quarters (73.8%) of all reports are medium-length and differences between sexes are slight. However, it is noted that almost one-fifth (19.4%) of coverage on female MPs are longer than 800 words, compared with only 14.5% of those on male MPs. Further statistical manipulation also could not see convincing links between the length and the theme of the story. This implies that journalists do not deliberately condense the articles about female politicians; instead the tabloid is willing to devote generous space to stories as long as they are considered ‘newsworthy’. 
Gender comparison: word count 
	
	
	Total
	Male
	Female

	1
	0-250 words
	10.2 (57)
	10.9 (42)
	8.6 (15)

	2
	250-800 words
	73.8 (414)
	74.6 (288)
	72.0 (126)

	3
	Over 800 words
	16.0 (90)
	14.5 (56)
	19.4 (34)


Analysis

Data from content analysis offer an inconclusive picture about whether gendered discourses exist. On the surface, tabloid newspapers such as the AD seem to exploit politicians equally, and there is no distinctive difference between sexes in the tone, location, word counts-- and even in themes to an extent. However, it would be too dogmatic to assume that tabloid newspapers are gender neutral and unbiased. A more nuanced qualitative analysis in examining how ‘gender’ plays a part in tabloid texts is necessary to interpret the connections between newspaper language, gender representation, and social structure. Two news events on MP’s relationship scandals are studied here. 
The first news event is an extra-marital affair involving Mr. Wu Yu-Sheng, a high-profile male MP married with kids. He was caught on camera dating a single female socialite in an expensive sushi restaurant followed by a short stay in a luxurious motel in 2009. Content analysis revealed that there were twenty-one articles on Mr. Wu’s case (Table below). The narrative of this scandal in the Apple Daily focuses on representing Mr. Wu as a repentant husband, responsible lover, and a pragmatic politician. In the breaking news (article no. 1), the lead paragraph reveals the date and quotes Wu in explaining his behavior as ‘suddenly lost, made a mistake’. The fourth paragraph portrays Wu as an accountable male who, despite erred, will take the full responsibility and will not comment on the socialite as her reputation and privacy needs to be protected. Wu is quoted in saying that he will shoulder all the responsibility, including the damage done to his image and family. Wu then says his wife does not know about this, and refuses the requests from journalists to contact his wife. He was reported to be extremely sorry to his wife by saying “as a man, I am definitely going to seek forgiveness from my wife and say I am sorry.” It also indicates that there is no relationship problem in his marriage and that Wu’s wife is very capable and has been in charge of Wu’s political campaign and household finance. 

Three news articles appeared in the paper about the scandal the day after (no. 2, 3, 4). The first one entitled ‘Wu apologizes profoundly to his wife and the public and shuts himself into a so-called “five-day-self-reflection” period’. Apart from the ‘self-punishment’, the lead paragraph also emphasizes that Wu tries to protect the third party and did not want to reveal her identity. However, journalists had done research on the socialite, and most of the following paragraphs talk about her background, including her name, age, home address, profession and social circle. The article also records comments from Wu’s colleagues, most of whom were reported to be surprised as Wu had always been a person with ‘high moral grounds’, and some praised Wu as a ‘man with guts’. Shuai Haw-ming, a male MP who also knew the socialite, went further to say that he ‘envies Wu’, but then soon distanced himself from further association with the story. These comments from Wu’s colleague are ostensibly positive, crafted into the article to lead readers to overlook the seriousness and criminality in Wu’s behavior. 

The second article is from the Apple editorial entitled ‘Wu’s redemption and de-criminalization’. The article opens with praises on how Wu deals with the situation: ‘After Wu’s scandal was revealed, he reacted well. Honest, and told the truth, unlike other politicians who twisted the story, arguing that they were discussing policy matters, going to toilet or drag their wife to back their innocence. However, in the end, he cannot escape playing the repertoire of asking for forgiveness.’ 
The article goes on and argues that polygamy is part of the animal instinct both for men and women. Therefore, we need to re-examine the legitimacy and logic behind Taiwanese family law which allows wives to sue their husband and the third party in the case of an extra-marital affair. The editor argues that Wu, as an MP, should redeem himself through filing a movement in the parliament to decriminalize the third party.   
The third article is an opinion poll conducted by the paper with the question “Would you forgive Wu since he has admitted wrongdoing and apologized?” The question is interesting in its own right, as it seems to imply that Wu could and should be forgiven as a ‘truly repentant’ husband. However, 54.64% of those 399 who answered the poll decided that Wu cannot be forgiven as cheating is inexcusable irrespective of reason. However, more than one-third (36.09%) of the respondents regard him as ‘real man’ and would forgive him. Another 9.27 per cent answered ‘don’t know’.
In the following days, the focus of the event in the AD shifted to address the background of the socialite, the possible legal reaction from Wu’s wife, the restaurant, the car he used on the day and lighthearted mocking from others. 
Among all 21 reports, only two reports stand out and criticize Wu and the patriarchal ideology on sex in marriages. Article no. 8 attacks Wu’s hypocrisy and devalues his ‘five-day self-reflection period’ as de facto a coward excuse to go in hiding, leaving everyone else involved to take up bullets for him. Article no. 9 features the annoyed response from a female radio host when a male member of public self-identified as ‘Darwin’ called in to her show and justified Wu’s behavior as ‘the result of evolution’. The female radio host, Tao-tzu, reproached it as the evil patriarchal ideology men used to suppress women and argued that women of today should also enjoy sexual freedom and fight back this ideology.     
TableXX  Dates and headline of reports on Wu’s affair
	
	Date of report
	Headline

	1
	13 Nov 2009
	First hand: MP Wu takes beauty in Chanel to Wego Motel

	2
	14 Nov 2009
	Wu bows and apologizes, shuts himself into a five-day self-reflection 

	3
	14 Nov 2009
	Editorial: Wu’s redemption and de-criminalization

	4
	14 Nov 2009
	Apple Poll: Would you forgive Wu since he has admitted wrongdoing and apologized.

	5
	15 Nov 2009
	Wu’s hands are dirty, no host place at the party celebration

	6
	15 Nov 2009
	Secret lover from PR background, Wu pulled at piano bar

	7
	16 Nov 2009
	The car used by Wu in the scandal allegedly from sponsor

	8
	19 Nov 2009
	Spice Apple Column: Wu is “truly responsible”

	9
	20 Nov 2009
	Fire broke out over Wu in Talk Show, host Tao blasts callers on air

	10
	20 Nov 2009
	Wu’s wife to sue or not to sue, Wu keeps changing the story

	11
	21 Nov 2009
	Timely release of ‘The Other Man’, bloggers volunteers Wu to endorse

	12
	23 Nov 2009
	Wang feeds Lee the sushi of love, pilgrimage to Wu’s infidelity spot

	13
	25 Nov 2009
	Singer ‘Xiao-Kuei’ follows Wu’s steps to Wego, no drama without Sun 

	14
	13 Dec 2009
	No.2 Wu gets a room with Sun 

	15
	4 Mar 2010
	First interview, Sun in tears: ‘No words of consolation from Wu’ 

	16
	5 Mar 2010
	Sun and Wu already in touch, ‘No words of consolation’ a lie busted by bloggers

	17
	11 Jan 2011
	Writer Feng Kuang gets libel for Wu’s affair

	18
	21 Feb 2011
	Sushi restaurant popular among celebs, Wu’s dating choice shot to fame

	19
	7 Sep 2011
	Wu removes charge against Feng, Feng mocks Wu

	20
	26 Nov 2011
	Writer Feng appears in court, shows slogan T-shirt to mock Wu

	21
	17 Dec 2011
	Protecting his votes, Wu avoids Feng like plague before election


Compared with the 21 reports on Wu’s sexual scandal, the second news event about the female MP, Kao Chin Su Mei, gained less coverage. Kao Chin Su Mei is a single female MP with aborigine background. Before becoming an MP, she had been an actress/singer, appearing in popular television dramas in the 1990s. This background has both positive and negative impact on her political career. On the one hand, it provides the vital publicity a politician craves for. On the other, it overshadows her political achievement, as her work as a MP is often mocked as ‘performance’ and ‘putting on a show’. 
Her alleged affair with Mr. Lee Hong-yuan, the former deputy mayor of Taipei county, was first revealed in 2006. During her term as the MP in the 7th Parliament, they were seen intimately on several occasions and she allegedly bought two houses in preparation to be their ‘home’. Mr. Lee had been married for thirty years with three children. None of them officially denied or confirmed the affair.  
TableXX  Dates and headline of reports on Kao’s affair
	
	Date of report
	Headline

	1
	15 Sep 2008
	Slam dunk love steal/ Kao takes Mr. Lee back to her den

	2
	01 Oct 2008
	Kao gives a cold shoulder to the Deputy/ Time for a foreigner to play her knight

	3
	24 Mar 2009
	Lee’s wife second round with Kao/ Fight for 30 years’ marriage/ Forever stay side by side with her husband

	4
	25 Mar 2009
	Kao should say sorry to the Thai-ya tribe

	5
	Dec 18 2009
	Kao seduces married man at restaurant/ Lee’s wife bottles up

	6
	Jan 15 2010
	Kao eats and drinks with married man / Lee admits mistakes breaking [traffic] rule

	7
	30 Jun 2011
	Kao regrets loving married man/ “deviating from moral standards”


The scandal was framed very differently from the previous case. The narrative portrays Ms. Kao as an evil third party who is lustful, scheming and immoral. For example, the first report (article no. 1) details their dates on three occasions. Parts of the first dinner date was described as follow, 
“ After dinner, Lee said goodbye to his friend, holding up Kao’s little hands. Their body then twisted into interconnected curls in the alleyway. The night continued in the piano bar, “Sex & City”. After two-hour lovely wine and music, they headed back to Kao’s place together. The journalist waited until 3am and did not see Lee leaving.” 
In the further two dates, Kao is portrayed as a pretty object for Lee’s eyes. The implication that the relationship hinges upon Kao’s physical attraction was embedded in the description of their second date taking place on the tennis court. 
‘Kao and Lee played in the same team. Kao plays really well, beating the opponents hands down. Lee withdrew after an hour because of tiredness, sitting on benching appreciating the beautiful movements of his darling.’ 
The message of a man being seduced by a physically attractive woman also manifest in the two images accompanied the article. One depicts Ms. Kao playing tennis with the caption ’Kao keeps fit through exercise, agile on court at the age of 42’. This was juxtaposed with the image of Lee, captioned ‘Lee stretched his arms in jersey, a big belly clearly seen’. Again in the third date, in which they attended the recording of a televised Mid-moon festival celebration, Kao was reported to dance on stage in aborigine’s dress while Lee sat in the audience enjoying watching. Despite Lee is the married party in the relationship, description towards him was much forgiving. He was described as the ‘trusted water expert by President Ma’ and ‘the father of four children’. The article also interviewed Lee’ brother, and quoted his brother in saying ‘I can only ask you [the journalist], please spare him when you report this scandal, he [Mr. Lee] is a talent.’
Also, this series of reports highlight the tension between Ms. Kao and Lee’s wife from the very beginning, conveniently leaving Lee out of the picture. Article 3 blatantly terms this as a fight between the two women in its title ‘Lee’s wife second round with Kao’. The content of the article describes how the journalist caught Lee’s wife unexpectedly, throwing questions at her, and reporting on her reaction and comments. What is interesting about this report is that it not only reports answers from Lee’s wife, but also includes her facial expression and manners of speech in brackets, such as ‘(frowning, head down and not talking)’, ‘(looking embarrassed, stammer)’, ‘(looks a little more relaxed, putting on a brave face)’ and ‘(cannot find words all of a sudden, evading the question)’. One effect of giving this kind of ‘extra information’ on her reaction was that the readers are directed to feel sympathetic towards Lee’s wife, and hence interpret Kao as the ‘evil third party’. This tendency of leading the readers can also be seen in the headlines of three of the reports (no. 5, 6, and 7) where the term ‘married man’ is used instead of ‘Mr. Lee’, emphasizing the immorality of this relationship. 
The paper also published a condemning letter from a reader about this affair. The letter with the headline ‘Kao should say sorry to the Thai-ya tribe’ was written by a student who identified himself as a member of the Thai-ya tribe—the same aborigine tribe as Ms. Kao. In his letter, he severely criticizes Ms. Kao for spending too much time and energy on personal matter, including the ‘melodrama’ with Mr. Lee, and therefore demands an apology from Ms. Kao. In his words, Ms. Kao should not blame the media for reporting the scandal, because the media merely helps to probe her behavior as a MP. Using the words of the member of the public, the paper not only skillfully defended its position of preying on Kao’s relationship but also indirectly expressed its view on Kao and her personal matters. 
“For a long time, negative reports about you have led to misunderstanding on our tribe from the Han Chinese, particularly on the morality of aborigine politicians. Those affairs about you not only hurt the Han Chinese, but also damaged their views on females from the Thai-ya tribe. And your ‘performance’ treads on our dignity and subjects issues on aborigine to media manipulation.’
Conclusion

This study investigates the links between gender and tabloid news reports both quantitatively and qualitatively. The findings concur with the recent development in which gendered representation takes a more complicated shape and form. It exists not so much in the obvious ostracizing or blatant lambaste of women, but more in the construction of ‘the deviant others’ in relation to a set of dominant patriarchal values—be it the standard of beauty, the standard of monogamous heterosexual marriage, or the standard of traditional femininity. In other words, although female politicians are getting almost proportional reports, the issue of visibility (including where, when and how often female get reported) is gradually becoming a smokescreen for the media to defend against accusations on gender-biased news coverage. In fact, when digging into the content of the tabloid discourse, it is not difficult to find the old patterns of gendered representation still run deep.
 In the climate of tabloidization where over-exposure of human interest stories is taken for granted, one might argue that male MPs are also falling preys of irrelevant news stories. However, one might not be aware that the content of these irrelevant reports on male politicians tend to be more ‘benign’, such as in the form of associating them with their acquaintances. Even in the case of scandal, as shown in this paper, male politicians are portrayed in a more forgiving manner, highlighting ‘man errors’ and the ‘normality’ of the scandalous behavior. However, it is observed here that the emergence of the tabloid newspaper has subjected women politician to more coverage on their relationships, and scrutinize these with a set of stricter moral codes. Moreover, the tabloid has demonstrated a higher degree of enthusiasm of intruding into the privacy and exploiting celebrity female politicians’ sex and sexuality. If female politicians fall out with the standard codes, they are condemned and depicted as a danger to morals with no mercy. The tendency of chasing stories on female MPs’ relationship and the leading contents in tabloid newspapers risks creating a false and negative impression on female politicians as a whole for the public. 
The newspaper, or the media for that matter, is not the sole actor to be blamed for the differences in gender representation; however, it does play an important role in shaping our thoughts and behavior. Although tabloid newspapers are sometimes considered as an agent of positive social change due to its wide readership, all too often when it come to gender issues, they seem to appeal to the one that helps sustain and enhance the existing structure and the dominant ideology in society.
Reference
Anderson, R. (1995) Consumer Culture and TV Programming. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Carroll, S. (1994) Women as Candidates in American Politics. 2nd edn. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.

Carroll, S. and Fox, R. (2006) ‘Introduction: gender and electoral politics into the twenty-first century’ in Caroll, S. and Fox, R. (eds) Gender and Elections: Shaping the Future of American Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Carroll, S. and Schreiber, R. (1997) ‘Media coverage of women in the 103rd Congress’ in Norris, P. (ed.) Women, Media, and Politics. New York: Oxford University Press. 131–148.

Carlin, D.B. and Winfrey, K.L. (2009) ‘Have you come a long way baby? Hillary Clinton, Sarah Palin, and sexism in the 2008 campaign coverage’ in Communication Studies 60(4): 326–343.

Chen Hsin-yi (2012) “Taiwan’s Leading Female Politicians Speak about Life in Politics” in Taiwan Panorama. http://www.taiwan-panorama.com/en/show_issue.php?id=201270107018E.TXT&table=2&h1=About%20Taiwan&h2=Politics, Assessed 1st Sep, 2013. 

Deacon, D., Pickering, M., Golding P., Murdock G. (1999) Researching Communications: A practical guide to methods in media and cultural analysis. London: Arnold.

Everitt, J. (2003) ‘Media in the Maritimes : Do Female Candidates Face a Bias ?’ in Atlantis, 27 (2) spring/summer, 90-98. 

Fountaine, S. and McGregor, J. (2002) ‘Reconstructing gender for the 21st century: News media framing of political’ in Power, M. (ed.), ANZCA 2002: Australian & New Zealand Communication Association 23rd Annual Conference, July 10-12, Coolangatta, Queensland.

Gallagher, M. (2001) Gender setting: New agendas for media monitoring and advocacy. London: Zed Books.
Gelb, J. (2013) ‘Women, Politics and Leadership in Japan and Taiwan’, paper presented in 3rd European Conference on Politics and Gender, 21-23 March, Barcelona. 

Inter-Parliament Union (2013) Women in national parliaments. http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm, Assessed 16th November, 2013.
McLachlan, S. and Golding, P. (2000) ‘Tabloidization in the British Press, 1952–1997, in C. Sparks and J. Tulloch (eds) Tabloid Tales: Global Debates Over Media Standards, pp. 75–89. Boston, MA: Rowman and Littlefield.
Heldman, C. (2009) From Ferraro to Palin: sexism in media coverage of female vice presidential candidates. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Association, Toronto, 9 December.
Huang, C. L. (2012) ‘Falling through the Cracks? Indigenous Women’s Political Participation in Taiwan’, paper presented at APSA 2012 Annual Meeting. Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2107930.
Huang, C. L. (2002), ‘Democracy and the Politics of Difference: Gender Quota in

Taiwan’, prepared presented at 2002 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, 29 August-1 September, Boston.
Jamieson, K.H. (1995) Beyond the Double Bind. New York: Oxford University Press.

Khan, K.F. (1996) The political consequences of being a woman : how stereotypes influence the conduct and consequences of political campaigns. New York: Columbia University Press.
Laurence, K. (1999) ‘Media representations on politics and women politicians’ in Australian Rationalist. 49, 27-33.

Liang, S. L. and Ku, Y.L. (1995) ‘Women and Political Participation—Observations from within and without the Institution’ in White Papers on the Conditions of Taiwanese Women (ed) Liu, Y.X. Taipei: China Times Publisher (in Chinese)
Mukda-anan, R., Kusakabe, K. & Komolsevin, R. (2006) ’The Thai Vernacular Press and the Woman Politician: stereotypical reporting and innovative response’ in Asian Journal of Communication, 16(2): 152-168.

Norris P. (1997) Women, Media and Politics. New York: Oxford University Press.

Peng, W. (2006) ‘The Tabloidization of Taiwan Newspapers’, Paper presented at the

International Communication Association Annual Conference, Dresden, Germany, 19–23 June.
Rawnsley, G.. D. (2007) ‘The Media and Democracy in China and Taiwan’ in Taiwan Journal of Democracy, 3 (1): 63-78.

Sreberny-Mohammadi, A. & Ross, K. (1996) ‘Women MPs and the media: representing the body politic’ in Parliamentary Affairs, 49(1):103-115.

Tuchman, G. (1978) The symbolic annihilation of women by the mass media, in G. Tuchman, G. Daniels, A.K. & Benet, J. (eds.), Hearth and home: Images of women in the mass media. New York: Oxford University Press.
Wang (2009) ‘Language and ideology: gender stereotypes of female and male artists in Taiwanese tabloids’ in Discourse and Society, 20(6): 747-774.
Wasburn, P. C. & Wasburn, M. H. (2011) ‘Media coverage of women in politics: The curious case of Sarah Palin’ in Media, Culture & Society, 33(7): 1027-1041.
Mandarin
陳姿羽 (2001)。女性政治人物的報紙新聞再現--以呂秀蓮副總統為例。國立中山大學：政治學研究所碩士論文。
陳玫霖(2002)。性別，政治與媒體:報紙如何報導女性政治人物。國立中山大學： 傳播管理研究所碩士論文。
黃美惠 (2001) 媒介建構之女性參政框架 : 以副總統呂秀蓮的新聞報導為例。淡江大學：大眾傳播學系碩士論文。
PAGE  
23

