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Qing Dynasty Naval Shipyard Worker's
Beliefs in Taiwan

Chi-lin Lee

Every industry has had its own god that people believe in since time
immemorial. Each of the gods is so-called “professional god”. People worship these
professional gods on account of they hope that the gods will bless them safe and
smoothly when they are working. In addition, they can commit themselves to God
and feel tranquil for soul.

“Naval shipyard worker” is a special kind of job during Qing Dynasty. The
shipyard workers do not only belong to the government or the private organization.
They consisted of government officials and civilians. The shipyard workers have
their own professional god the same as other industries. Besides, these professional
gods are related to their jobs. The naval shipyard workers in this paper are those
responsible for making warship of the navy and the wood materials. We discuss the
shipyard workers’ beliefs in Taiwan and Fujian because the shipyard workers in
these two provinces are more important than others; moreover, the beliefs of the
shipyard workers in Taiwan is the most diversified one. Up to now, Taiwanese have
preserved the temples related to naval shipyard workers. Accordingly, we gave a
summary description on the professional gods of the shipyard workers and the
buildings of these temples in Taiwan in this paper.

Keywords : naval shipyard worker, the hut of the shipyard workers, supply

depot, warship factory, Lu Ban, Matsu, the Narcissus King
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