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Abstract

In the era of globalization, history education begins to stress moving beyond
a single national perspective to understand the past, and preparing students to
think contextually and understand multiple causations. This study assumes that it
is easier for students to acquire the ability to think contextually through learning
internationally related historical events. Using the interpretive text-analysis
method, this study uses the MuDan Incident as a case to examine how Junior-
high school social studies (history) textbooks represent the incident and explains
its causation, in order to understand how the textbooks provide opportunities for
students to think contextually and understand multiple causations. We examine
textbook narratives of Nani, Kang Hsuan, and Han Lin publishers and the teachers’
manuals. The results show that “the status of the Ryukyu kingdom,” “modern
sovereign nation-state system (the Westphalian system) vs. Chinese world order
system (Tianxia system),” “aboriginal Formosa as non-territory,” “the reactions of
the Western countries & the domestic factors in Japan,” and “the perspectives of
Taiwanese indigenous peoples” are important contexts to understand the MuDan

Incident, however, current textbooks and teachers’ manuals fail to represent
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the event in a contextualized way, which would not help students get into the
historical contexts to understand the past. We argue that if history textbooks and
teachers could offer more background knowledge and ideas about the world in
the past, Taiwan’s students could not only develop abilities to think multi-causally,
but also ground their global perspectives naturally in historically contextualized
thinking.

Keywords: history textbook, historical thinking, contextualized thinking, multiple
causations
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