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Abstract

In the history of western philosophy, it is a very controversial
issue to talk about “What is time?” Beside Aristotele and Kant, St.
Augustine’s explorations on this theme is held very significant. From
St. Augustine’s perspective, time can not be viewed as an objective
existence and can not be measured by itself. Instead, he argues that
time can not be taken as separated from the motion of Creations or
as equivalent to the motion itself. St. Augustine insists that time
can be only properly understood with our three mental functions --
memory, intuition and expectation. This paper aims to discuss why
St. Augustine discusses time from the perspective of “mind”. Taking
into consideration that his remarks on this issue are seriously related
to his religious concern, as shown in his “Confessions” volume XI,
St. Augustine indicates that only God really transcends the limitation
of time and exists in the eternity. Only through God’s blessing can
a being gain eternal life, in other words, any created being can only
become eternal through Jesus. In terms of this, the Christians should
not feel regretful for the past or worry about anything in the future.
The only thing we should concentrate on is to act according to God’s
will at the present. In this present-orienting outlook, our existence is

connected with the eternity.

Keywords: Saint Augustine, eternity, time, Creations, motion,

the present time
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