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November 2008
Four vessebs including a Luzhou-class destroyer sailed to
the PacificCcean

March 2010

Six vessels including a Luzhou-class destroyer sailed to
the PacificCcean

July 2010

Two vessek including a Luzhou-class destroyer ssiled to
the Pacific

Jun 2011

Eleven vessek including three Sovremenny-class
dest:oyers ssiled o the PacificOcean

April 2010
Ten vessek including Kilo-class

submarines and Sovremenny-class
destroyers sailed near the Okinotori
island

June 2009
Five vessels including s Luzhou-class
destroyer ssiled near the Okinctori
Island
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Four vessels including s
Sowremenny-class destroyer ssiled
through the Tsugaru Straif| the first
identified pessage by Chinese

surface combat ships)
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September 2010 i i : —
A Chinese fishing boat collided with =5 B 9 e ay 2011 )
JCG patrol vessels within the - T T Avessel of Ching's State

*| Oceanic Administrstion
bresks an investigstion
csble of Vietnamese
resource exploration vessel

territorial waters near Senkaku
Islands.

December 2008

Twe C hinese maritime resesrch ships
entered to the teritorial waters of Japan
nesr the Senksku klands
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U.S. Military Bases in Okinawa

] Areas used by ULS. forces
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&R Japanese Communist Party , U.S. Military Bases In
OKINAWA, February 2000,p.2.
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Abstract

Because of the enormous amount of nature resource involved, the
three largest economies, United States, China, and Japan, have quarreled
over the Diaoyutai Islands, which is then a potential flashpoint in the
Asia-Pacific region. Nonetheless, the dispute has never escalated into wars
or international crises. For this phenomenon, this paper attempts to
provide a parsimonious explanation based on defensive realism in
international relations theory and then forecast the possibility of a peaceful
settlement in the future. The paper argues that: the U.S., Japan and China
achieved equilibrium because of their material conditions, and the dispute
resisted only because of their domestic politics. With the rise of China, the
equilibrium is tilting slowly in China’s favor. Thus, in the long run, a
peaceful solution should be increasingly possible.

Keywords: Diaoyutai Islands Dispute, Resource Exploitation, Defensive
Realism, Material Conditions, Domestic Politics
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