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Abstract

This research project is concerned with the internal network relationships between
organized crime groups in Taiwan. The organized crime groups of drug dealers (traffickers)
were chosen because it has often been central to the analyses of organized crime in
contemporary society. The construction of social network in organized crime group is a part of
structure in social complicated network. Through the exploration of construction of social
network between individuals and organizations, we capture the linkages of network

relationships, and the communicative pathways between drug dealers and their groups.

The field work undertook in terms of documents, secondary data and in-depth interviews,
concentrating on the collection of the detailed data of organized crime in drug dealers and their
groups. By means of qualitative social network, this research provides the exploration of
analytical specific and important network concepts in analyzing the network relationships
between organized crime groups. Beside, we explore the nature of dyadic social ties in
network structure and map out the function of network brokers who deliver the drug
information between the drug dealers and their groups. The research offers the exploration of
what kind of social ties will be constructed between diverse organizations of drug dealers in
Taiwan. It is important to question why and how the network connections have been
constructed between the drug dealers and their organizations. In addition, what kind of role
and mechanism that personal trust plays in the process of drug dealers’ activities in

contemporary Taiwan.

By Way of the exploration of dynamic social network structure between individual actions and
organized activities, this research provides a different landscape in analyzing and discussions
for the field of Criminal Sociology. The result of research is not only an accumulation of

academic knowledge but also a feedback and reference to the design of relevant policies.

Key Words: organized crime, small world, network analysis, social ties, brokers
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