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The Antagonistic Relations between ‘‘Shi Yan Zhi”’ and
“Shi Yuan Qing” of Literary History from Studying
Group Consciousness and Individual Consciousness.

Bai-Rung Lee”
Abstract

This treatis attempts to use viewpoint of creative consciousness to demonstrate
the relationship between “Shi Yan Zhi" and “Shi Yuan Qing” in traditional chinese
poetics. The author discusses the consciousness of group and individual in the field of

“Shi Yan Zhi” and “Shi Yuan Qing” and then concludes an important element of the
diverse poetic discourses in Ming Dynasty. The author believes that group consciousness
of a poet come from his concern about country, and his individual consciousness grows
from the awareness of self-consciousness. This point deserves explicit emphasis, in the
creative consciousness of group and individual, between the creation of group concerning
and self-awareness, they stand at opposite positions: the former emphasizes meanings
of literary function for transform social traditions, and the latter emphasizes meanings
of literary essence for express lyrical self. For reason mentioned above, it offers the key
to an understanding of the diverse poetic discourses in Ming Dynasty. This will lead us
further into a consideration of controversy for tradition and individual in Ming Theories
of poetry. The question resolves itself into the following two points. First, the theories
of poetry of Li Dong Yang and the Ming Neo-classical School has developed from the
political-educational function of the “Shi Jing" on the Han Dynasty. Therefore, we may
say that theory of Ge-diao of the Neo-classical School was influenced by aesthetic norm
of “Shi Yan Zhi" . Secondly, The poetics in late Ming Dynasty in contrase to the Neo-
classical School, it proposed “authentic sentiments” as a sufficient condition for a work
to last through generations. One of the notable features of Xing-ling School is the poetical
rendering of reveal true sentimets. Viewed in this light, poetic of “Shi Yan Zhi" can
be regarded as ideological enlightenment of Xing-ling School. From these remarks one
rational point becomes very clear: The creative consciousness of group and individual, they
stant opposite each other. We should not overlook that the antagonistic relations between

“Shi Yan Zhi" and “Shi Yuan Qing” of literary history leave room for a variety of
interpretatios. From this viewpoint of creative consciousness of group and individual one
may say that “Shi Yan Zhi" and “Shi Yuan Qing” are two important fountainheads for
poetic history. This point deserves explicit emphasis.

Key words: Shi Yan Zhi, Shi Yuan Qing, Ge- diao, Xing- lin, group consciousness,
individual consciousness
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