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A Study on Frequency Adverbs: Focusing on Low-Frequency Adverbs
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Abstract

This article focuses on the low-frequency adverbs “Tamani,” “Tokitama,” “Tokidoki,” and
“Mareni.” I investigate their structure by observing their temporal restrictions, predicate word
form, subjects, if the adverb can be used with a negative sentence, if it can express something
that has already happened, and if it can be used declaratively.

The results show that these adverbs appear mostly in the perfective form, and, because
of the frequencies they express, there is a weak oppositional aspect between the “ru” and
“teiru” forms. “Mareni” is not used to describe general subjects in a general state nor is it
used to describe individual subjects in a temporary state. However, “Mareni” can be used to
express something that has already happened. “Tamani,” “Tokitama,” or “Tokidoki” can be used
to recount factual information. “Mareni” is different because: it is used to describe something
that has already happened ; it is not regularly used in the first- or second-person ; it is more
declarative ; and it has a fixed usage of “Mareni miru + noun.”

In conclusion, there are at least two types of low-frequency adverbs: adverbs that only
express the frequency of occurrence, such as “Tamani,” “Tokitama,” and “Tokidoki; ” and

adverbs that are declarative, such as “Mareni.”
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