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The Cultivation and Utilization of the Wasteland in
Chiuchoshui Hsi Alluvial Fan (1895-1945)

Abstract

This study was to investigate how the cultivation and utilization of the
wasteland in Chiuchoshui Hsi alluvial fan had been made during Japanese
ruling period by means of reviewing historically official archives. The
preliminary results revealed that the ruling government took two steps to
approach the problem. First, in order to exploit the wasteland and to make it
farmable, the colonial government initially had carried some movements, such
as setting shelter belt along the coastland, and building up banks of the
Chiuchoshui Hsi. Second, the government also encouraged Taiwanese and
Japanese capital to invest their money in the exploitation of the land.

Based on documents in the Land Bureau of both Peidou and Erlin
townships, we further explored issues associated with capital’s investment on
this land. The results revealed the followings: 1) the evidence of Taiwanese
capital investment could be reflected the area of land exploitation, the
ownership of, and the distribution of the land; 2) the contribution of Japanese
capital’s investment were mainly reflected by the operation of four enterprises
on this land--- San-go Corporation Gen-sei Farm, Meiji Sugar Corporation,
En-sui Koh Corporation and Taiwan Development Company. 3) There was a
large amount of capital interchange between Taiwanese and Japanese capitals
for the land ownership.

However, issues of what a role of each of Taiwanese and Japanese
capitals had played in this land exploitation, and of how their interaction had
affected the development of this region and its adjacent areas remain unclear
and further study is mandatory.
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