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Revolutionary Martyrs

While still in control of the Chinese
mainland, the ROC government built there
several Martyrs' Shrines around 1930,  Afier
World War 1, in order to honor the
“Revolutionary Martyrs” who died fighting
for the ROC, the building of the shrines
continued in Taiwan: some were rebuilt from
the Japanese Shinto Shrine; the others newly
constructed temples. Currently, there are one
“National Revolutionary Martyrs’ Shrine” and
19 local Martyrs' Shrines covering Taiwan,
Kingmon, and Matsu. But, the importance of
such Martyrs” Shrines which are closely
related to national worship and ceremony
seems to be ignored by the public; and the
relevant research concerning the shrines is
aiso lacking,

I have done some studies about Japanese
Shinto Shrines, especially the National
Shintoism, which are located here in Taiwan.
Since most of the Taiwanese Martyrs' Shrines
are either similar to or rebuilt from Japanese
Shinto Shrine, this project is to further my
previous studies by doing a detailed historical
review as well as an analytical study on the
shrines' characteristics. First of all, T will
collect the historical data concemning the



Martyrs® Shrines which are in the possession
of the Academia Historica, the Executive
Yuan, the Legislative Yuan and the KMT
Historical Commission. Secondarily, 1 will
also utilize the data available at the
“ National Revolutionary Martyrs’ Shrine,
“the Ministry of National Defense, and the
local governments. The gathered data should
be able to provide me with the present
situation of the Martyrs’ Shrines. Thirdly, 1
will make a fieldwork about all the Martyrs’
Shrines and interview some of the bereaved
of the martyrs and some of the personnel of
the Martyrs' Shrines. Finally, from the
analyses of the data and the interviews, I will
demonstrate the relationship between the
Martyrs’ Shrines and the national ceremony,
worship, and religion. 1 will also compare
and contrast characteristically the differences
and similarities between the Martyrs’ Shrine
and the Japanese National Shintoism.
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