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Political Alienation in Taiwan: A Preliminary Study

Abstract

This paper applies the theory of political alienation to explore the politics of
democratizing Taiwan. In this work, the concept of political alienation is measured
by three dimensions: political powerlessness, political meaninglessness, political
normlessness. There are two main research questions:(1) which factors will shape
Taiwanese political alienation? (2) how political alienation influence democratic
attitudes and political participations?

Several findings are drawn from this analysis. First, sex, age, party
identification, and interpersonal trust exert significant effect on political
powerlessness and political meaninglessness. Second, governmental performance is
also a key factor shaping political alienation. Third, political powerlessness and
meaninglessness will reduce voting and campaign participation respectively. Fourth,
political powerlessness will promote people’s dissatisfaction with democracy.
However, all three dimensions of political alienation are proved no significant effect

on people’s support for democracy.
Key words:

political alienation, political participation, support for democracy, satisfaction with

democracy
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