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Abstract

The present study attempts to surmount the
criticisms of early studies by looking at the
geographic  distribution of the expenditures
regarding “road construction in the living sphere”
in Taiwan from FY1995 to FY1999. Choosing this
program as an example is based on several
rationales. First, the policy benefits this program
provided are related to infrastructure.  Prior
empirical evidences show that the political
influence tends to be prevalent in the distribution of
infrastructure benefit. Thus observing this type of
benefiting program can see how elected politicians

play their political influences reaping economic
benefits for their electoral districts. Second, it is an
individual program so that we may avoid obscuring
the real picture in the process of benefit distribution
because of data aggregation. Third, this benefit
program needs local governments to match certain
ratio of the total expenditures. Hence we may
compare this distributive program with programs
without obligations of local governments. Fourth,
the different levels of politicians in the same
electoral districts may get involved in the process of
policy benefit distribution in this type of benefit
program. Not only the lawmakers in the Legislative
Yuan tend to participate, but provincial legislators
in the Taiwan Provincial Assembly and county in
chief or city mayors in local governments as well.
Thus the possible cooperation among them in light
of this policy program can be identified.

The statistical results show that the primary
political influences on the distribution of policy
benefit are from the Legislative Yuan other than the
Taiwan Provincial Assembly. Specifically, the
effects of seniority of lawmakers, the seniority of
transportation committee members in Legislative
Yuan, and electoral competition of lawmakers in
last election are shown significant on the
distribution of policy benefits. More importantly,
we do find the cooperation among the politicians
from the same electoral districts for reaping local
benefits.  Politicians who are from the same
electoral district utilize the institutional positions in
the legislative institutions such as the transportation
committee and interior committee, to cooperate
with each other brings home the economic interests.
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£E)

N.A.

N.A.

(+)*

LHRH I (RRAK
ZBERR)x(F3H
FTRBAZREAR)

N.A.

N.A.

O

EHeN (XKL E
EZEERR)x(HH
FXREREFR)

N.A.

N.A.

(+)

EHSH (BTRE
F)x(AREEXE
e ) x (BREZE
B

N.A.

N.A.

(+) *

AT T HE R A0F
ZAEEERLE) x
(ZHEeREEZAT
ARER)

N.A.

N.A,

(-

EHREC(LIRTE
FREFREE) x
(B FXBEAT
RRRAE)

N.A

N.A

(-)

R Square

0.41

0.25

0.52

& A B

OLS

OLS

OLS

(+) RAEFHBBE () RECQFHEHE

*op<l
*+ < 05
*xk 1 p< 0]
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