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Abstract

The present study applies distributive
theory to Taiwan by looking at the distribution
of categorical grant offered by Taiwan central
government from FY1994 to FY1999. Three
hypotheses in distributive theory-—recruitment,
overrepresentation, and benefit hypotheses are
tested. The findings show that recruitment and
overrepresentation hypotheses are supported
both in the policy areas of transportation and
water resource. The grants localties received
in the past and the objective needs do
encourage representatives in Legislative Yuan
recruit a specific standing committees working
for local benefits. The results also show that
benefit hypothesis is supported to some extent
depending different issue areas™_ When the

number of project is treated as a dependent

variable, we find that benefit hypothesis is

strongly supported in the area of water resource.

By contrast, when the amounts of spending is
treated as a dependent variable, we find that
benefit hypothesis is strongly supported in the




transportation area,

The findings of the present research suggest
that the phenomenon of distributive politics do
exist in Taiwan. They also suggest that using
program-by-program analysis and carefully
operationalizing policy benefits in distributive
studies may precisely characterize distributive
pattern.
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