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Motivations for Japanese Language Study and its
Results
— Focusing on Students Majoring in Japanese
Language at Taiwanese Universities—

Kazuo Horikoshi”

Abstract

The present research focuses on students majoring in Japanese
language at Taiwanese universities; the aim of the research is to
empirically verify the relationship between the motivations for
students to study the Japanese language and the results of their
study (i.e., scores in the Level 1 Japanese Language Proficiency
Examination), and to determine which motivations are effective
for raising academic results.

Five main motivations for study were uncovered: “desire to
interact,” “enjoying a feeling of competence,” “use as a
communication tool,” “interest in pop culture and Japan,” and
“Interest in a subculture.” These five motivations interact with
each other to form one dynamic motivation that supports
continued study of the Japanese language. From these

motivations, it was clear that “interest in a subculture” greatly

affected the results of Japanese language study.

Key words:motivation intrinsic motivation extrinsic
motivation Japanese Language Proficiency Test

subculture
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