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One of the characteristics of many Taiwanese choreographers is their
interest in rituals. Their works do not aim at entertaining, but at making the
audience go through a spiritual journey. They have thus developed a corporal
language and a spiritual dimension quite different from that of the western
dance.

Among those experiments, the most representative ones are Lin
Li-chen’s { the Jiao Ceremony } (1998) and (the Ritual of Flowers}(2000). The
former, based on the Zhong-Yuan Ritual, is dedicated to the dead, and the latter
is a celebration of life. Together, they form a full cycle.

This study consists of a description of these two works, as a desperate attempt
to capture the ephemeral, and also an in-depth analyze of their contain, their form and
their implications with folk beliefs and rituals. We also try to find out, how the artist,
by an Oriental corporal language (stems from martial arts, tai-chi, meditation and
movements of Chinese operas) and the use of props, music, sounds, costumes and
space, successfully transforms religion and rituals to a work of art.
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