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“Writing against Culture” in The 4imanac of the Dead:
A Study of the Translatability between Literature and Anthropology
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This study focuses on Leslie
Marmon Siiko’s The Almanac of the Dead:
A Novel (1991), which is theorized at the
intersection  of the anthropological
tradition of “writing culture” in
ethnography and the tribal resistance of
“writing  against culture” in native
literature.  Theoretically it centers on the
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concept of mimesis by incorporating
Walter Benjamin’s ideas of translation and
the similar. By opening the dialectics
between idea/origin and imitation/copy, it
attempts to re-configure translation and to
place writing within the fields of literature
and anthropology.  Moreover, it intends
to explicate Wolfgang Iser’s theory of
literary anthropology and its theoretical
relationships with the native literature of
North America.
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