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A Cross Symbol Study:
The Blueprint of a Communication Grand Theory
Through Inter-Construction between

Structure/Action

Yaly Chao’

ABSTRACT

The term “cross symbol” borrows from the “Cross Culture” study,
implying to explore the specific proposition of how meaning is translated
between different symbol systems, to recognize, discriminate, and
authenticate the nature of each symbol system itself, and to cross the
limitation that a symbol system is itself unable to be self-examined.

This article points out the cross symbol model containing two significant
features: first, to emphasize the nature of inter-construction between structure
and action, and second, to stress the mechanism of mutual recognition
between structure and action. The communication model of cross symbols
also has another two-folded meaning: one is to deepen our recognition and
understanding of each symbol system as well as to differentiate the
differences among them by cross comparing different symbol systems, and
the second is to emphasize the interrelated and inter-constructed nature

between structure and action on the basis of epistemology.

* Yaly Chao is Professor at the Department of Mass Communication in Tamkang
University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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Using the cross symbol model as a conceptual framework not only can
fully integrate two entirely different communication images based on the
transmission model with the constitutive model, but it can also provide an
operating platform of meta-discourse as a mechanism for dialogues among
the seven different traditions of communication theory and further develop a

blueprint of a communication grand theory in the process.

Keywords: meta model; meta discourse; video description; science
communication; cross-symbol model; communication grand

theory
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