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Abstract

On March 30, 2015, the H-6K Bomber of People’s Liberation
Army Air Force (PLAAF) for the first time flew across the Bashi
Channel and projected its firepower to the west Pacific. The PLAAF
conducted several training operations within a short period of time
and thus has entered the era of “Strategic Air Force”. It has proved
that the projected range of firepower has not only penetrated the
second island chain, but also covered important US military bases
such as Guam. In recent years, after the United States overwhelm-
ingly won the Gulf War, War in Afghanistan, Kosovo War, and
Iraq War, China started to realize that it is essential to acquire the
capability for winning local wars under information-age conditions
in order to dominate air combats in the 21st Century. As such, the
PLAATF strategy has been transformed from “territorial air defense”
to “integration of aviation and space power, with both offensive and
defensive capabilities”. This thesis focuses on the “Long-Distance
Flight over Water” to investigate the implications of the transforma-
tion of PLAAF strategy.

Keywords: PLA Studies, Long-Distance Flight over Sea, Active
Defense, The Second Island Chain
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