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The Symbol of Land and the Mainland Descents’
Search for Identity in Wang Ding-jun’s
“The Earth,” Liu Da-ren’s “The Potted Plant,”
and Zhang Xi-guo’s “The Land”

Hou, Ru-chi

Abstract

“The Earth,” “The Potted Plant,” “The Land,” all written by Mainland
descent authors Wang Ding-jun; Liu Da-ren; and Zhang Xi-guo, were
published in the same year. With the symbol of land, the three works probe
deeply into the destiny of the people of Mainland descent in Taiwan as well
as the way they view themselves. Among the three works, Wang tries to
depict the awkward situation of the people of Mainland descent through a
character called Hua-di: they indulged themselves in the nostalgic mood but
have to fit in to the Taiwanese way of life at the same time. On the other
hand, Liu discovers the fact that there is a kind of potentiality for future in
the second generation even though he criticizes the compromising life
philosophy of the first generation of Mainland descent. Zhang, using the land
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as a symbol, shows the predicament of rootlessness in the first and the
second generations of the Mainland descent. The traces of these meditations
represent the Mainland descendents’ efforts in forming their self identity in
diaspora as well as their reflection on it. Even though the quest for identity
does not lead to a specific destination, these stories still characterize the
conscious self-reflection of some Mainland groups in Taiwan before the
1970s.

Key words : identity, the land, the Mainland descent authors
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