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The Distribution of Labor and the Implementation of
the Banishment Penalty in the Tang Dynasty

Ku, Yi-ching®

Abstract

By studying the process of labor distribution, the involvement of officials, and the
distance to the location of banishment in the Labor Decree, this article examines the
implementation of the banishment penalty in the Tang Dynasty. The distance to the location of
banishment did not start from the capital Chang’an but from the prisoners’ residence. In
principle, a prefecture (zhou) on the border would be selected as the banishment location, and
the dispatch was conducted along the postal service circuit, An ‘ Appointed Envoy’ (zhuanshi)
and a ‘High Commissioner’ (fangren) acted as dispatch officials. The prisoner was not escorted
all the way from his or her residence to the location of banishment but was sent to transition
stations along the postal route. At every distribution, the central government sent
commissioners to take turns escorting the prisoners from station to station until the prisoners
reached the banishment location. The transportation of prisoners involved great responsibility
and was regarded as an important part of the transportation network system in the Tang

Dynasty.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty, Banishment Penalty, Labor Decree, Zhuanshi (Appointed
Envoy), Fangren (High Commissioner)
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