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Abstract

In this paper, we respond Professor Arthur P. Wolf for Taiwan's historical
demography needs “economic variables” as the analysis to be done on the basis of
the academic research, we establish a database “Formosa historical classification
of occupations database” (Formosa HISCO). We further apply this Formosa
HISCO to Wolf’s long-term study of marriage patterns to make a combined
analysis: a discussion of MinNan and Hakka intermarriage patterns, Hakka
women's household economic types, marriage types and distribution of MinNan
husband’s original residence. In Formosa HISCO, we link Taiwanese historical
occupation items to HISCO, in order to facilitate comparative studies of Eurasian
historical demography. We select 5 regions in Northern Taiwan as our research
sites: Wulie, Tamsui, Chupei, Beipu and Emei. With ethnic proportion, marriage
types of intermarriage, average age at first marriage and household social
economic status in the analysis, we find that the proportion of ethnic groups in the
regions did not really affect the intermarriage decision, “family strategy” is the
main factor to push the Hakka and MinNan have a marital conjunction, where
“family strategy” includes two factors: “family continuing” and “demand for labor
force”.

Keywords:

Hakka women, Intermarriage, Historical occupation and social stratification,
Historical demography
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