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An illustration of the use of Soft power in EU diplomatic relations:
A study case of the French Cultural Diplomacy and Soft power influences
on Cultural exchanges

Renee Y.M. Yuan

Abstract

From 19™ century on, several European countries started, deliberate academic
and trade cooperation or, exchanges in support of their external diplomatic influence
strategy. In particular after Second World War, NATO minority, France was willing to
recover their former position or develop an independent model, despite US
economical new power and culture fast spreading through films and TV series success,

or consumer’s massive production exports with globalization.

According to Joseph S. Nye, William Owens and Milton Cunning theories,
France had used ”Soft Power” to develop their cultural diplomacy, formerly, through
French language education, culture, religion and polyvalent influences to support
regional or assume worldwide peace maintenance. France works in different ways
such for help and technical expertise or services, which helped the country to entertain
good historical fellowship with recipient countries. Today, France enjoy largest
network organization in the World (in numbers of “Alliances Francaises” and French
Institutes), resulting from this, France has become the best resourcing place for
Francophone countries and the first touristic destination, as home of some best
preserved World patrimonies heritage, architectures or original sites, offering high
quality of life, prestige styles, artistic and cultural inspirations. It works as if
commercial and industrial trade encouraged Trade flows and attractiveness to France
creating new partnership and welcoming Foreign Direct Investment thanks to French
labor qualification and organized distribution market. Further to these, a common
French language practiced overseas helping less developed countries to strengthen
transnational or horizontal trade exchanges particularly in African countries.

Keywords: Soft Power, Cultural diplomacy, Tourism, EU, France influences
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2 Catherine Souyri-Desrosier, “The CDCE in the European Union : a mixed agreement and its judicial
application”, In Cultural diversity in international law, ed., L. R. Hanania, New York : Routledge, 2014:
209-224.
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% See Michelin Guide, in http://www.viamichelin.com/web/Restaurants. Retrieved on December 11,
2014.
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2 See Preparatory actions to a potential budget of 2.5 Millions euro, in
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/1063-int-11-2015
.html. Retrieved on December 11, 2014.

13


http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/1063-int-11-2015.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/1063-int-11-2015.html

BR8N T2t ) BEBYMCE E R = RAMRIES L — (&
BRAL kTR TER R ) - *ABIYMEI8 % - JALLCHT (Laurent Fabius)
£ 2013 52 7 HHY T SUEATEIMEE G R E 38 - IIMERIELVABI 28I SUE
HMTRAE - R0 - TS R EAEIRSSE: 5 - B BRI MBUR IR HIR S
{EITEES L SRR T 2500 - (ERIBACE - MR AR (A BUARIBTE A B
RIS A LR e - A B S A BRI A S T S A4 R e - 152
TEBERAMTTSE T AR o L [FIH A] DU = i SO A B A SR A HH e
57 o

EE I EBEL AR B Fr s e 2 > (e ILIERBIZ DU iE H AR Y
FEMIER RSN TR E FIELTEM ~ NIENELIE RSN ~ FEMNABRE T2 5THY B E T
TELAS G RhE » SABINSHER AL T ABIHIEIPE & TR B R « R AR5
SNERR b o TEEIEE R A SRR R AL (BN EIASER - JEEEE DRI TS
SRESHEEERATEY o AR LR A SR (BREAEREER) -

B RS - EBEEE T SUEBISN ) BB - R AR
SNy — (AT - BB 1F BB G AT AT 1998 4F 10
B BRI S L 40 S BB E IO A T T (L
BSh O - P ¢ T SRS AE SR L T R AR - A
BRSSO R B 52 5 BRI 2 4 - b —FAIE 1994
RN WTO il 11 B 53t M B A TPt - 0L St ElE &
5N L BT & IR DL RN SEL Ak B » 3L
(AL T e ST LSS B S L A RENS LB M TR 57U SR

IR RIS RIS E T, AR & 5 (LB E SRR
SR SIS SIS | 17— S RS e S8 T R -
VS » {1 Rt OLL BEEIABISC LA | STIES R | B hi(a e T i
KBRS -

2001 FHEEEIAFSCHEREE 31 TR EHBHR E - AR RS eIk
HAe T SUEB AR ) AURES: o T SUEB R S & T SUEBISh ) HYRE(R AR -
E R R AR EAE T EEAR RS BEL S R AR (B2 E R REHISE - 52
BUEE RyiE — ERFECULME LR - AEIRE R iRE RIFCSU R IE IR R E
# 0 MABEEARATER G 2B EAE RIS ML -

EEIRH S BB - HE R B R R AU FE - BT
I ERRE ARG T SO BB AR MR, » SRS S BB R - 55— JT TSR %
B S BRI H KRB 2T - 58 SR P EFRLE— B - SRR ELETL

% «La Direction générale de la mondialisation, du développement et des partenariats”, French
Diplomatie, 2013, in

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/IMG/pdf/Plaquette DGM_Mars 2013 cle8dc9ad.pdf. Retrieved on
December 11, 2014.
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% Daniel Haize, "La diplomatie culturelle francaise: une puissance douce", CERISCOPE Puissance,
2013, in
http://ceriscope.sciences-po.fr/puissance/content/part2/la-diplomatie-culturelle-francaise-puissance-dou
ce. Retrieved on December 11, 2014.
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81 «Science Diplomacy for France”, Directorate-General of Global Affairs, Development and
Partnerships, French Diplomatie, 2013: 9-11, in
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/IMG/pdf/science-diplomacy-for-france-2013 cle83c9d2.pdf.
Retrieved on December 11, 2014.

% See Le Ministére de la Culture et de la Communication, in
http://www.culturecommunication.gouv.fr/. Retrieved on December 11, 2014.

% See “The economic contribution of the creative industries to EU GDP and employment”, TERA
Consultants, 2014: 25, in
http://www.teraconsultants.fr/medias/uploads/pdf/Publications/2014/2014-Oct-European-Creative-Indu
stry-GDP-Jobs-full-Report-ENG.pdf. Retrieved on December 11, 2014.
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% Adrien Gouteyron, “Quelles reponses apporter a une diplomatie culturelle en crise”, Les rapports du
Senat, N°428, 30 juin, 2008.
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% See Les plus beaux villages de France, in http://www.les-plus-beaux-villages-de-france.org/fr.
Retrieved on December 11, 2014.
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% See Atout France, in http://atout-france.fr/. Retrieved on December 11, 2014.
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