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The Common Security and
Defence Policy in Post-Lisbon Era:
Analysis of European Union’s
Military Capability

Wan-bau Wu

Abstract

Since the European Council established the Common Security
and Defence Policy (CSDP) at the Helsinki Summit in 1999, the
European Union (EU) has engaged in 33 overseas missions. Those
missions, mainly of a civilian character, have earned the EU praise
as an indispensible actor in maintaining global peace and security.
However, due to deficiencies in capability and political will, the EU
has criticized for involving itself solely small-scale, low-risk, likely
to succeed operations. While the CSDP is indeed concerned with the
security and defence of the EU, it is comparatively under-developed.
From the outset, the development of military capability and the
eventual establishment of a common defence have been among the
EU’s most disputed topics. The CSDP is seen to be more concerned
with security problems beyond the EU’s borders than with European
defence. Pragmatically, this is unsurprising because foreign security

and defence policy are prime concerns of the individual states rather
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than the EU itself. For Federalists or Integrationists, common defence
is one of the ultimate goals of the European integration, and the
development of the CSDP shall lead to a common defence, This essay
focuses on the EU’s military capability,

the Lisbon Treaty provided the CSDp,

assessing first the instruments

which entered into force on |
December 2009. It then examines the significance of the EU’s oversea

military missions. In conclusion, this essay proposes that the Battle
group and the permanent structured cooperation are the two most

significant instruments for achieving European defence integration.

Keywords: European Union, Lisbon Treaty, Common Security and
Defence Policy, out-of-area Mission, Battle group
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