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Abstract: With the landmark publication of Ursula Heise’s Sense of Place and Sense of Planet, global envi-
ronmentalism seemed to topple local environmental arguments almost overnight. Heise’s influential term and con-
cept of “eco—cosmopolitanism,” in particular, has been embraced by many ecocritics in their call for global envi-
ronmental discourses. In this paper, | want to argue that mutual complementarity between the global and the local,
a relationship noted by Ulrich Beck and Sheila Jasanoff, should not be ignored in the discussion of global envi-
ronmentalism. The rediscovery of the local brought about by the rise of global environmentalism emphasized by
Jasanoff is worth our careful attention. Recognition of this is evidenced by a recent revival of the interest in the
“local,” including the related issue of the erasure of “local” and “place” by environmental colonialism. | agree
with Beck when he points out that inequality is the earth’s most important environmental problem. A politics of
place is still essential to opposing and resisting the abstract and imperialist administrative control of the “place”
by neocolonial, corporate global interests. In support of my claim, [’ll draw on the work of Axel Goodbody and his
emphasis on our affective ties to a local place from a perspective of cultural memory in his critique of Heise’s e-
co—cosmopolitanism. 1’1l also enlist the arguments of Vandana Shiva, especially where she warns of the danger of
monoculture at the expense of biodiversity caused by corporate globalization and when she insists that localization
is the basis for a true planetary environmentalism or earth democracy.
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