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An argument on "all the children of God dance" by Haruki
Murakami seen as a rite of passage: As an equipment of the tale
facing a trauma
Tesng, Chiu-kuei

Professor, Tamkang University, Taiwan
Abstract

By the memorial lecture of the Catalonia international prize,
Murakami  mentioned the "Great East Japan  Earthquake"
(2011.3.11).When considering the relation between Murakami and an
earthquake disaster, it attracts attention that revalued U.S. stay of four
years and a half and Murakami who returned to Japan hit by the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (1995.1.17) and Sarin nerve-gas attack on the
Tokyo subway system (1995.3.20) has written the first short story
collaboration collection "All the children of God dance" (2000.2).
Murakami says that he would like to draw "a thing like "morals" in “ All
the children of God dance."

This research has tried consideration of the "morals" in “ All the
children of God dance." from a viewpoint of a "rite of passage." As a
result, this research has found that the equipment which faces a trauma is
devised by the collection of works and its common theme that facing a
trauma had a meaning. The equipment of tale called a trauma is an
important theme of the Haruki Murakami literature of the 2000s. It can
also be said to be the crystal which has condensed the fact of the
shocking earthquake disaster in 1995 which the writer has received.

Keywords: Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, Sarin nerve-gas attack on
the Tokyo subway system, 1995, morals, trauma
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